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Our  Condition. — It  is  not  iiossible  to 
convey  to  a  clear  understanding,  a  more 
bitter  reproach  of  Mr.  Madison  and  his  ad¬ 
ministration,  than  is^  contained  in  one  of 
the  democratic  accusations  against  the  fede¬ 
ralists  ;  to  wit,  that  it  is  the  fault  of  the 
fe^ieralists,  that  the  untoward  events  we  all 
regret  so  much,  have  happened,  'rhe  fede¬ 
ralists  prevented  enlistments ;  the  federal¬ 
ists  broke  down  the  credit  of  the  govern¬ 
ment.  Then,  the  federalists,  though  out  of 
power,  by  the  tongue  and  the  pen  could  do 
more  than  the  democrats  in  powers  with 
the  sword  and  the  purse.  If  the  federalists 
by  mere  argument,  could  thwart  all  the  wise 
plans  of  this  wise  administration,  w^hat,  I 
ask,  is  the  ability  and  talent  of  that  admi¬ 
nistration.  Did  not  the  federalists,  at  the 
outset,  declare  their  determined  opposition 
to  the  declaration  of  war  ?  Did  they  not 
after  that  declaration  openly  declare  that 
their  opposition  to  it  would  continue  ^  And 
with  these  facts  in  his  knowledge,  did  not 
Mr.  Madison  refuse  to  make  peace,  c^'ter  the 
orders  in  council  were  revoked.  And  did 
not  he  therefore  virtually  declare,  that 
notwithstanding  this  opposition  he  was  able 
to  carry  on  a  successful  war?  And  now, 
if  it  be  indeed  true,  that  this  opposition 
prevented  him  from  doing  so,  does  it  not 
prove  that  Mr.  Madison  did  not  know  what 
he  was  about  ?  that  he  did  not  know  how  to 
calculate  ?  that  he  was  incompetent  to  sus¬ 
tain  the  burden  he  had  taken  upon  himself? 
Exactly,  therefore,  as  this  charge  is  true,  ex¬ 
actly  in  proportion  is  Mr.  Madison’s  unfit¬ 
ness  established. 

But  in  point  of  fact,  what  have  the  fede¬ 
ralists  done  to  frustrate  the  wise  designs  of 
our  illuitrioiis  rulers  ?  They  said  that  these 
fillers  were  incompetent  to  the  arduous  du¬ 
ties  incident  to  a  state  of  war?  Was  it 
true,  or  was  it  not  true  ?  They  warned 
their  friends  against  lending  their  money  to 
this  administration,  because  for  want  of  a 
sound  system  of  finance,  their  debts  would 
be  insecure. 

Were  they  right, or  wrong?  But  say  the 
superfieial  brawlers,  who  are  the  propagators 
of  national  insanity,  if  the  federalists  had 
not  frighteneil  the  money  holders,  they 
would  have  continued  to  lend  to  govern- 
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ment,  and  then  there  would  have  been  mo¬ 
ney  enough.  1  grant  that  for  a  while  ther^ 
would.  And  what  then?  The  exploaioa 
might  have  been  delayed;  but  so  far  from 
being  prevetUed  it  would  have  been  more 
terrible,  and  its  effects  more  incurable.  At 
the  outset  government  relied  not  upon  rcw- 
nue^  but  upon  loans.  It  was  to  borrow.,  year 
after  year,  but  it  was  never  to  pay  ;  and  so, 
that  phantom,  called  the  national  faith, 
which  cannot  coin  a  guinea,  wa«  to  answer 
all  the  purposes  of  substantial  and  annually 
occurring  revenue.  The  interest  of  the 
preceding  year's  loan  was  to  become  part  of 
the  principal  of  the  succeeding  year ;  and 
thus,  although  the  debt  was  to  go  on  at 
comi>ound  interest,  the  community  would 
to  the  end  of  time  have  continued  to  lend 
their  money,  receiving  their  interest  only  in 
certificates  of  public  faith.  A  project  of 
this  sort  was  so  excellent,  that  it  had  but 
one  fault,  and  a  thousand  pities  it  is  that  it 
had  that — it  would  not  work  ;  for  birch  bark 
was  much  better  property  than  promissory 
notes,  upon  which  not  a  cent  was  ever  to 
he  paid  even  of  interest,  in  the  current 
and  establsihed  medium  of  the  country. — > 
The  promise  to  pay  was  to  be  performed, 
when  payment  fell  due,  by  again  promi¬ 
sing  to  pay.  Now  this  might  answer  two 
or  three  times ;  but  it  w  as  very  clear  it  could 
not  last  always.  At  some  period  or  other 
such  a  swindling  system  of  bnance  must 
explode.  And  when  it  did,  the  difficulty 
of  restoring  public  credit  would  necessarily 
be  in  exact  proportion  to  the  abuses  which 
had  been  perpetrated  in  its  name. 

It  is  now  confessed  on  all  hands,  that  the 
war  was  commenced,  and,  as  long  as  it 
could  be,  it  was  continued,  and  intended  to 
be  continued,  without  providing  adequate 
revenue,  in  the  only  way  (to  wit,  by  taxes) 
in  which  revenue  could  be  obtain^.  By 
loans  only  did  government  propose  to  ob» 
tain  money :  by  loans  they  obtained  al- 
most  all  the  money,  and  that  was  a  great 
deal,  which  was  obtained.  Now,  let  us 
suppose,  that  instead  of  being  compelled  to  . 
declare  themselves  bankrupt  in  eighteen 
hundred  and  fowcUen,  the  general  insanity 
had  sustained  the  swindling  system  till 
eighteen  hundred  and  sixteen  ;  that  in  these 
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ivvo  years  they  Iia<l  borrowed  ninety  mil¬ 
lions  ;  and  that  then  their  credit  had  ex¬ 
ploded  :  what,  1  ask,  would  have  been  the 
t<ixes  which  would  have  been  lakl  to  make 
substantial  provision  for  the  whole  amount 
of  loans  already  made,  and  those  which 
were  to  be  obtained  for  the  next  year  ? 
Could  the  country  have  endured  such  a 
weight  of  taxation,  as  would  then  have  been 
necessary  to  restore  public  credit?  It  is 
very  evident,  therefore,  that  they  who  hast* 
ened  the  explosion,  as  the  federalists  are 
accused  of  doing,  did,  for  the  country,  the 
very  best  thing  that  could  be  done.  To 
render  this  still  more  apparent,  let  us  sup¬ 
pose  that,  when  the  first  loan  was  opened, 
money  lenders  had  possessed  good  sense 
enough  to  listen  to  what  was  then  told 
them,  hut  which  they  were  insane  enough 
to  despise ;  suppose  they  had  said,  we  will  | 
lend  nothing,  until  revenue  be  provided  and 
pledged  to  us :  and  government  had  then, 
at  the  outset,  been  compelled  to  lay  taxes, 
as  they  are  now  at  last  obliged  to  do ;  that 
for  every  subsequent  loan,  they  had  been 
obliged  to  devise  and  pledge  adequate 
taxeSy  it  is  very  clear,  that  so  astounding  a 
bankruptcy  as  that  which  has  recently 
overwhelmed  them,  would  never  have  oc¬ 
curred. 

And  upon  the  people  too,  the  oppression 
"would  not  have  been  so  heavy,  as  it  must 
heeds  be  now ;  because  the  increase  would 
have  been  gradual.  For  every  year  of 
war,  the  means  would  have  been  provided 
in  that  year ;  w  hereas  nows  we  are  to  con¬ 
tribute  in  one  year  for  all  the  expenses  of 
Jour  years.  Besides,  the  people  would  in 
that  case  have  been  able  to  count,  man  by 
man,  and  each  for.  himself,  the  cost,  and 
whether  he  was,  or  was  not,  paying  more 
for  the  support  of  the  war,  than  any  good 
it  could,  even  of  successful  war,  do  him. ! 
But  this  sort  of  practical  lesson  the  great 
financiers  and  warriors  were  resolved  to  deny 
them,  as  long  as  possible;  for  even  the 
comparatively  petty  tai^ation  they  first  im¬ 
posed  was  kept  off  for  two  years,  lest  it 
might  produce  unfavourable  election  results. 
And  for  months  and  years  they  offered  to 
money  lenders  no  other  security  than  those 
fallacious  and  purposely  contrived  rumours 
of  peace  which  have  deluded  so  many  to 
their  ruin;  always  taking  care  to  allow 
vsury  exactly  in  proportion  as  their  hollow 
Pirtifices  in  this  respect  were  unsuccessful. 

(Ta  ^  continued.^ 


Maryland. — On  the  IStli  of  June,  1813^ 
at  the  city  of  Battiniore,  an  assemblage  of 
Maryland  patriots  celebrated  the  declara¬ 
tion  of  war,  on  board  the  new  steamboat 
Chesapeake,  Batlimorcy  although  it  contains 
many  intelligent,  virtuous  and  distinguished 
inhabitants,  is  nevertheless  the  headquar¬ 
ters  of  jacobinism.  There  is  somethitig  so 
frantic  in  the  idea  of  celebrating  a  declara¬ 
tion  of  war,  that  posterity  will  scarcely  cre¬ 
dit  the  fact,  that  it  was  actually  perpetrated 
in  a  moral,  humane  and  Christian  country. 
But  to  the  heroes  who  had  aided  and  figu¬ 
red  in  the  hellish  mob  of  1812,  who  had  in 
all  the  frenzied  delirium  of  murderous  ecs- 
tacy,  kissed  from  their  reeking  hands,  the 
blood  of  the  patriot  Lingan,  such  orgies, 
the  pastime  of  fiends,  are  the  food  of  the  soul. 

It  was  on  this  occasion  that  Cullock  and 
Little  presided,  and  were  supported  by 
Houston  and  Hollingsworth,  as  arch* minis¬ 
ters  of  Jacobinic  insanity  and  ferocity. 
They  celebrated  the  declaration,  and  their 
imps  bellowed  forth  joyful  acclamations, 
because  the  horrors  of  war  had  been  per¬ 
mitted  to  overspread  the  once  happy  abodes 
of  peace,  prosperity  and  happiness.  They 
rejoiced  at  a  momept  when  the  strong  arm 
of  persevering  industry  was  paralyzed;  they 
rejoiced  when  the  expenditure  of  millions — 
of  tens,  and  twenties  and  hundreds  of  mil¬ 
lions  was  about  to  subject  an  impoverished 
people  to  the  merciless  exactions  of  ever¬ 
lasting  taxation;  their  shouts  of  revelry 
w^ere  heard  amid  the  moans  of  disease,  the 
tortures  of  the  wounded,  the  agonies  of  the 
dying;  the  bones  of  their  slaughtered  coun¬ 
trymen  were  bleaching  along  the  whole  ex¬ 
tent  of  our  desolated  frontiers ;  and  they  re¬ 
joiced  !  The  cup  of  intoxication  was  sweet¬ 
ened  with  BLOOD,  and  these  demons  quaff- 
j  ed  the  delicious  beverage  in  celebration  of 
the  war! 

Among  the  toasts  drank  on  this  execra¬ 
ble  occasion,  there  were  some,  the  recollec¬ 
tion  of  which  will  not  probably  excite  a 
tinge  of  shame,  jn  those  who  bellowed  them 
forth ;  but  piay  be  useful  to  those  who  really 
desire  to  understand  the  true  character  of 
Jacobinic  patriotism.  For  example ; 

“  The  President  of  the  United  States.  The  na¬ 
tion  will  stand  by  him,  as  he  has  stood  by  the  na¬ 
tion.” — Again : 

Lex  talionei — *an  eye  for  an  eye,  a  tooth  fora 
tooth,’  good  national  doctrine.” 

But  how  has  the  president  enforced  the 
law  of  Retaliation?  After  setting  up  doc* 
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trines  for  which  he  is  here  applauded,  al¬ 
though  they  were  contrary  to  the  universal 
laws  and  practice  of  Christendom,  this  pre* 
sltlent  abandoned  his  doctrines  ^  thus  clearly 
satisfying  every  body,  that  of  one  of  two 
charges  he  must  be  guilty.  •  Either  he  set 
up  false  doctrines,  on  the  one  hand;  or  if 
on  the  other,  they  were  true  doctrinc^s,  he 
had  not  energy  enough  to  maintain  them ; 
he  dared  not  advance  to  the  “eye  for  an 
eye.” — Did  these  jacobins  “  stand  by  him, 
A  S  he  had  stood  by  the  nation  ?”  We  shall 
see  that,  in/lue  time.  But  I  come  now  to 
a  toast  wliich  many  a  time  and  oft  has  made 
“  the  welkin  roar.” 

Impressment. — By  it«eir  a  cause  of  war  I  WAR, 
AND  IT,  MUST  TERMINATE  TOGETHER ! 
3  guns.  NINE  cheers!”  — three  times 

THREE,  for  sailors*  rights ! 

War  and  impressment  must  terminate 
together.  Heaven  and  earth  !  How  must 
the  whishey  shops  of  Fell’s  Point  have  echo¬ 
ed  and  re-echoed  to  the  three  times  three! 
But  let  us  turn  from  this  disgusting  ymtriot- 
ism  of  the  throat,  and  see  how  Mr.  Madison 
stood  by  the  nation,  in  regard  to  this  impor¬ 
tant  matter  of  impressment.  And  I  cannot 
do  it  better  than  by  availing  myself  of  the 
industry  of  a  gentleman  who  has  in  the 
United  States  Gazette  given  it  tonkin  Mr. 
Madison’s  own  words,  thus: 

PRECIOUS  EXTRACTS  from  officio!  pa- 
pers  ;  shotvinff  on  a  graduated  scale ^  the  d\ffer- 
ent  value  of  sailors'  rights  at  different  times. 

Afr.  Madison's  second  inaugural  speech^  March 
m,  1813. 

“  On  the  issue  of  the  war  are  staked  our  na¬ 
tional  sovereignty  on  the  high  seas,  and  security 
of*  an  important  class  of  citizens,  whose  occupa¬ 
tions  give  the  proper  value  to  those  of  every 
other  class.  Not  to  contend  for  such  a  stake,  is 
to  surrender  our  equality  with  other  powers,  on 
the  element  common  to  all  ;,  and  to  violate  the 
sacred  title,  which  every  member  of  society  has 
to  its  protection.” 

Ejctract  of  a  letter^  dated  November  16<A,  1812, 
from  Mr.  RusseU.  American  minister  to  the 
British  courts  to  Mr.  Secretary  Monroe. 

“The  orders  in  council,  compared  with  the 
subject  of  impressment,  were  generally  cousider- 
ed  of  minor  importance.” 

Instructions  of  Mr.  Monroe  to  the  American  com- 
missioners  in  Russia,  April  15,  1813. 

“  I  have  to  repeat,  that  the  great  object  which 
you  have  to  secure,  in  regard  to  impressment, 
is,  that  our  flag  shcUl  protect  the  crew." 

Instructions  of  Mr.  Secretary  Monroe  to  the 
American  commissioners  at  Gottenburgh,  Jan¬ 
uary  23,  1814. 

”  This  degrading  practice*  (meaning  impress* 
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meot)  ‘  must  eease-^our  flag  must  protect  the 
crew,  or  the  United  States  cannot  consider  them¬ 
selves  an  independent  nation." 

Mr.  Monroe  to  the  American  commissumerSf 
June  25,  1814. 

*“  You  may  concur  in  an  article,  stipulating  that 
the  subject  of  impressment,  together  with  that 
of  commerce  between  the  two  countries,  be  re¬ 
ferred  ton  separate  negotiation,”  Sic. 

Mr.  Monroe  to  the  said  commissioners,  June  21, 

1814. 

”  On  mature  consideration  it  has  been  decided 
that  under  all  the  circumstances  above  alluded 
to,  incident  to  a  prosecution  df  tlie  war,  you  may 
omit  any  stipulation  on  the  Sublet  qf  iniprets^ 
ment." 

We  now’  see  that  the  president  dared  not 
enforce  the  lex  taliones  ;  that  he  gave  up 
the  whole  doctrine  of  impressment.  Expa¬ 
triation  and  impressments  are  consigned  to 
the  grave,  by  their  own  author;  and  will 
never  I  trust  rise  again  to  disturb  the  repose 
of  the  United  States.  But  in  the  democratic 
opinion  to  support  the  right  of  expatrio 
lion,  and  to  resist  the  impressment  doctrineji 
of  Great  Britain,  was  to  “  stand  hy  the  na¬ 
tion.^  Mr.  Madison  did  not  tiien  stand  by 
the  nation.  And  the  nation,  which  of  * 
course  always  means  the  jacobins,  could  no 
longer  stand  by  him?  Bless  your  giddy 
brain,  poor  reader!  that  does  not  follow  at 
all.  These  fellows  care  only  for  their  party, 
because  they  live  by  their  party.  They 
care  not  what  their  party  does.  H  to  b^- 
low  for  expatriation,  will  answer  to  beguile 
the  people  of  their  votes,  they  bellow.  And 
if  to  af)plaud  the  abandonment  of  sailors* 
rights  happens  to  promise  well,  their  throats 
are  equally  at  the  service  of  their  leaders. 
Perhaps  however  this  may  be  deemed  the 
sport  of  my  own  imagination  ;  let  us  then 
read  the  resolutions  of  the  senate  of  Mary¬ 
land,  introduced  by  one  WilUatns,  a  senator 
from  Baltimore ;  who,  1  would  wager  two 
to  one,  was  one  of  the  very  steamboat  din¬ 
ner  party,  In  question. 

SENATORIAL  PROCEEDINGS. 

2^  The  following  preamble  and  resoiveft  of  the 
senate  of  Maryland,  speak  in  proper  terras  the  feel- 
ings  and  disposition  of  the  people  of  Maryland.  And 
it  is  owing  altogether  to  the  absurd  principles  of 
an  absurd  constitution,  which  gives  the  power  to 
the  minority,  that  the  same  language  is  not  spoken 
in  that  branch  of  our  legislature,  which  ought  real¬ 
ly  to  be  the  branch  of  the  people.—* Po/rio/. 

FftOM  OUE  ANNAPOLIS  CORRESPONDENT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  N.  Williams,  the  following 
preamble  an<l  resolutions  were  read  a  first  and  se¬ 
cond  time,  and  vNANUfOCSLT  assented  to. 
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By  the  senate,  Jan.  30, 18\5.  I  “  We  are  happy,  air,  that  your  arduous 
Whereaf,  at  this  momentous  period,  when  our  distant  public  avocations,  have  permit- 

od o  vat  ou  m,u^u. 

iavage  Indians  and  ferocious  blacks;  and  when  se-  myself,  and  to  the  gentlemen  nssocia- 
ditious  combinations  and  traitorous  conventions  are  ted  with  me,  aS  delegates  appointed  by 
endeavoring  to  destroy  the  union,  and  to  bring  de-  “  the  New-York  State  Society  of  the  Cin- 

feat  on  our  arms  it  Incomes  all  faithful  and  pa-  einnati,”  the  companions  in  arms  of  the^eol 
triotic  citissens  to  manifest  their  devotion  to  the  go-  . 

vermnent  of  their  choice,  and  their  firm  determina-  0,nd  good  Washing  ton ^  pr  -e  ineiHly  entl- 
tion  to  support  the  administration,  freely  elected,  appellation  ol  the  i*  ather  Qi 

to  conduct  their  public  concerns.  his  country,’’  it  affords  the  highest  graiifi- 

The  senate  of  Mmyland,  cherishing  an  ardent  calion  that  the  opportunity  has  thus  pre- 
attachment  to  the  free  institutions  of  the  republic,  gented  itself,  of  dischargiuK  the  important 

grity  and  ability  of  thpse,  who,  in  times  of  extraor-  committed  to  US,  by  OUr  date  brother 

rfiuary  difficulty,  have  wisely  administered  the  na-  officers  of  tlie  revolution,  and  the  sons  of 
tional  affairs,  deem  the  present  a  proper  occasion  such  of  them  as  have  sealed  their  love  of 
for  declaring  their  fidelity  and  adliprence  to  the  cQUu(,.y -with  their  blooil,  or  who,  having 
union,  their  support  of  its  rights  and  honour,  and  acquitted  themselves  with  honour, 

Therefore^  resolvetjl^  by  ifie  senate  of  Maryland^  have  since^  that  penod  gone  hence,  OA  TV€ 
That  we  entertain  ati  exalted  opinion  of  the  vitlue  trusty  to  enjoy  the  Just  rewards  of  virtue, 
and  talents  of  the  Presidefnt  of  thje  United  States ;  and  bravery  and  patriotism,  exhibited  by  them 
should  his  able  and  zealous  measures  for  the  honour  ^nd  since  that  interesting  Contest,  which 

and  prosperity  of  his  <»iiniry  be  crown^«Mth  de-  eventuated  in  the  complete  eBtablUhment 
served  success,  (as  we  firmly  believe,)  his  adrainis-  ,  j-j  j  r 

tration  will  unfold  a  triumphant  era  in  the  Amcri-  freedom  and  independence  of  OUr 

can  history.  country. 

Resolvedy  That  we  view  with  detestation  thema-  «  It  has  been  your  happy  lot,  sir,  in  tho 
chinations  of  disaffected  citizens  to  weaken  the  feebly  conducted  contest,  in  which  we  have 
union,  distract  the  public  councils,  and  embarrass  Improvidently  embarked  with  that 

raged  in  his  depredations,  and  the  evils  of  war  are  same  haughty  and  powerful  nation,  to  lead 
protracted.  the  way  in  the  path  of  naval  fame  and  our 

Resolved^  That  the  war  in  which  our  country  is  couniry'^s  glory and  to  convince  the  world, 
engaged  was  rendered  just  and  necessary,  in  de-  especially  to  teach  Our  enemies,  as  well 
fence  of  rights  essential  to  freemen,  and  which  it  iKxa  wn\nAa  rsCrmitr 

would  be  disgraceful  to  abandon ! ! !  to  impress  upon  the  minds  or  your  friends 

*  Resolved^  That  the  terms  of  peace  proposed  by  brethren,  the  officers  of  our  now  small 
the  BriUsh  government  to  our  commissioners  at  hut  rising  and  highly  respectable  navy,  that 
Ghent,  are  ignominious  and  humiliating,  and  ex-  the  late  lords  of  the  ocean  can  no  longer 
cite  our  highest  indignation,  and  that  the  war  ought  ^ear  from  American  seamen  the  palm  in  na- 
1x>  be  prosecuted  with  increased  energy,  until  it  can  onxl  rvn 

be  terminated  by  an  honourable  peaci,  becoming  tfC^'CS;  nor,  With  equal  force,  and  on 
a  high  minded  nation  to  accept.  terms,  exhibit  instances  of  superior 

Resolvedy  That  the  barbarous  and  vindictive  valour,  gallantry,  and  perseverance,  as  well 
modes  of  warfare,  practised  by  the  enemy,  deserve  as  true  magnaninfity  to  those  which  stand 
the  exeoratwn  of  all  civiliaed  natious,  and  are  only  ,.,,corded  in  the  annals  of  American  warfare, 

bl^kf^  “““  “  “  “  "The  l»th  of  August,  1812,  stands  re- 

Res'ohed,  That  the  brilliant  victories  so  splen-  corded  as  a  proud  day  in  the  records  of 


didly  achieved  by  our  gallant  army  and  navy  have  American  naval  glory;  on  which,  in  the 
humbled  the  pride  of  tlie  enemy,  exalted  the  cha-  ghip  of  war  “  the  Constitution”  you  sought 


racter  of  the  nation,  and  filled  the  world  with  ad 
miratioii  of  their  valour,  enterpirise  and  heroism. 


and  encountered  the  British  ship  the  Qur- 
rievy  and  in  a  sharp,  well  conducted  and 


On  Wednesday  sen’night  Captain  Isaac  we'l/o"te8ted,  but  short  conflict,  yon  had 

Hull,  of  the  United  States  navy,  having  by  tumbling  the  pride  of  a 

a  unanimous  resolution  of  the  New-York  and  gasconading  English  com- 

State  Society  of  the  Cincinnati,  at  a  gene-  I”!!*  repe«tedly,  and  withim- 

ral  meeting,  held  in  the  city  of  New-York,  American  unarmed 

on  the  flth  February,  1813,  been  elected  an  ™“f' ""  ®Tsi.  „,ior  „r  ih.  r„„ 

*  *  11  ^t  was  tHc  blazc  Eud  tbuiidor  of  the  Con- 

honorary  member  rter^,  was  duly  install-  cannon  that  flrst  irradiated  oiir  then 

cd  into  the  society.  On  which  occasion  darkened  hemisphere,  raised  oiir  sinking  hopes, 
the  following  address  was  delivered  by  the  and,  in  a  few  minutes,  compelled  one  ofBrlton^s 
resident,  Bichard  Yarick,  Esqt  favourite  hi^h  rajnd^  sons  to  itrike  to  a,  M 
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ikeUf  ittSurted  and  despised  enemy  those  colours^  for  the  purpose  of  conferring  on  General  Brown 
which;  in  the  pride  of  his  heart,  ih  the  early  the  civic  honours  ot  the  city,  voted  to  him  at  a 
outset  of  the  contest,  he  too  vauntihgly  and  former  meeting  of  the  board, 
vainly  boasted,  should,  in  less  time,  wave  over  The  immense  concourse  of  citizens  wsembled, 
his  victor’s  ship.  to  witness  the  interesting  scene,  made  it  neces- 

“By  this^owr  Jirst  happy  example  of  naval  sary,  in  order  to  gratify  their  curiosity,  to  ad- 
science,  fortitude  and  valour,  and  your  magna-  to  the  large  court  rwm — notwithstanding 

niraity  to  a  vanquished  enemy,  you  became  '^hich,  hundreds  were  deprived  ot  a  sight  of  the 
ranked  as  one  of  the  first  gallant  defenders  of  has  done  so  much  towards  establishing 

your  country’s  rights,  and  your  brethren  of  the  military  fame  of  America. 


navy  were  in  a  very  honourable  manner  remind-  the  general’s  being  introduced,  his  ho» 

ed  of  their  deeply  impressed,  well  digested,  and  tiour  the  mayor  addressed  him  as  follows  ; — 
well  formed  early  resolutions,  that  by  the  faith-  **  c.- 
ful,  able  and  manly  discharge  of  their  public  dii-  * 

ties,  they  wonld  ensure  tnie  glory  to  their  cminr  “  However  disastrous  and  portentous  the  state 
try*sjlag,  and  to  themselves  require  imperisha-  of  public  affairs  may  appear  at  any  particular 
ble  ^)ersoiial  fame.  And  it  affords  us  great  plea-  period,  there  is  almost  invariably,  in  every  free 
sure  to  add,  that  many  of  them  have  put  in  country,  a  redeeming  Spirit,  which  produces  fa- 
practice  the  correct  maxims  of  conduct,  and  by  culties  demanded  by  the  crisis,  and  elicits  pow- 
naval  achievements  the  most  brilliant,  and  m  a  ers  proportioned  to  the  emergency.  The  history 
style  highly  exalting  our  national  character,  of  the  IJnited  States  furnishes  many  remarkable 
have  secured  to  themselves  never  fading  laurels,  illustrations  of  this  truth,  and  gives  us  strong  rea- 
and  im}M)sed  upon  their  enemies  the  most  gall-  son  to  believe,  that  however  we  may  suffer  fora 
ing  und  mortifying  disappointment,  cliagrin  and  time,  yet  that  the  hand  of  the  Alm^ity  has 
disgrace.  marked  us  out  for  a  long  careef*  of  prosperity  ami 

“  These  considerations  prompted  the  society  greatness.  The  war  of  the  revolution  astonish- 
of  which  we  are  members  at  an  early  day,  to  af-  ed  mankind  by  a  sublime  display  of  heroism  and 
ford  their  humble  aid,  in  establishing  and  perpe-  political  wisdom:  and  when,  at  a  subsequent 
tUating,  as  far  as  in  their  power,  as  well  the  re-  period,  the  elements  of  confusion  and  anarchy 
memhrance  of  such  intimate  and  such  superior  were  let  loose  among  us,  our  civil  institutions 
knowledge  in  nautical  science  (which  has  extort-  were  ameliorated,  and  our  national  prosperity 
ed  the  well  earned  and  just  meed  of  applause  fortified  and  improved,  by  the  counsels  and  ex¬ 
even  from  an  enemy)  and  of  distinguished  prow-  ertions  of  sages  and  patriots.  We  are  now  en- 
ess,  valour  and  patriotism  exhibited  by  you,  sir,  gaged  in  a  war  with  one  of  the  roost  powerful 
as  2  naval  commander,  as  of  associating  such  a  nations  of  the  world — a  nation  which  has  had  e 
/ *  j  favoured  fellow  citizen,  in  the  strictest  principal  agency  in  overthrowing  the  colossal 


as  a  naval  commander,  as  of  associating  such  a  nations  of  the  world — a  nation  which  hM  had  e 
f  *  J  *avoiired  fellow  citizen,  in  the  strictest  principal  agency  in  overthrowing  the  colossal 
riendship  with  the  friends,  and  companions  of  power  of  France,  which  now  controls  the  desti- 
highest  delight  to  honour.  nies  of  Eunipe,  and  which  holds  in  its  hands  the 
IJiey  have  accordingly  by  their  unanimous  trident  of  the  ocean.  This  enemy,  so  formida- 
vote  than  two  years  ago  elected  you,  sir,  as  ble,  has  attacked  ns  by  sea  and  by  land — has  ap- 
Th'  directions,  and  is  now  mena- 

1  nis  choice  being  communicated  to  you,  cing  our  northern,  our  western,  our  eastern,  and 
you*  did  us  the  honour  of  accepting  it  in  due  our  southern  frontiers.  Although  distracted  by 
orm,  in  order  to  accommodate  the  comple-  intestine  divisions,  paralyzed  by  inefficient  inea- 
lono  the  business^  to  the  probable  distant  snres,  environed  with  dangers,  and  surrounded 
Dro^***^  duties,  the  society  did  by  difficulties,  yet  America  has,  on  most  import- 

p  visional  ly  delegate  to  five  of  us,  the  perfor-  ant  occasions,  presented  a  countenance  undis- 
ce,  u^n  a  contracted  scale  of  those  ceremo-  mayed  and  magnanimous  ;  and  has  produced  he- 
rulers  of  our  (rrder  require,  for  a  roes  who  have,  on  the  ocean  and  the  land,  vin- 
ii^^stment  of  its  honours.  The  then  dicated  our  national  character,  and  have  erected 
on  von  ii^perious  call  of  your  country  up-  imperishable  monuments  of  individual  and  dr- 
cutimi  of**  ^  service,  prevented  the  cxe-  tional  glory.  The  events  which  have  octnrred 

ed  wp  powers  being  contino-  On  the  western  frontiers  of  this  state  during  the 

▼ou  that  readinsr  to  last  campaign,  have  baflled  the  proud  expecta- 


p  isionally  delegate  to  five  of  us,  the  perfbr-  ant  occasions,  presented  a  countenance  undis- 
ce,  u^n  a  contracted  scale  of  those  ceremo-  mayed  and  raagnanimons  ;  and  has  produced  he- 
np^f rulers  of  our  anrdeT  require,  for  a  roes  who  have,  on  the  ocean  and  the  land,  vin- 
ii^estment  of  its  honours.  The  then  dicated  our  national  character,  and  have  erected 
on  von  ii^perious  call  of  your  country  up-  imperishable  monuments  of  individual  and  dr- 
cutimi  of**  ^  service,  prevented  the  cxe-  tional  glory.  The  events  which  have  octnrred 

ed  wp  powers  being  contino-  On  the  western  frontiers  of  this  state  during  the 

▼ou  that  readinsr  to  last  campaign,  have  baflled  the  proud  expecta- 

was  ori<riiiaii  which  our  society  tions  of  the  enemy;  and  have  taught  him,  that 

thp  wnr  the  successfiil  dose  of  by  energv,  wisdom  and  union,  we  can  set  at  de- 

whirh  nroc  n  »’  aod  at  the  head  of  fiance  the  combined  efforts  of  the  old  world.  At 

military  chief  beloved  (but  now  departed)  Chippewa,  at  Bridgewater,  and  at  Erie,  our  gal- 

The  pnncf  jL*-  u  f  .  *ant  anny  came  in  contact  with  the  veteran  sol- 

Opremanioo^””^*^**  havfng  been  read,  the  usual  diersof  Great  Britain,  that  had  died  the  plaioR 
and  pairip  and  a  diploma  of  Europe  with  the  blood  of  the  best  troops  of 

Cant  5,, ^  .j**  presented  to  France,  and  the  result  has  everywhere  bee® 

*4*  *  IJ,  as  evidence  of  his  membership.  successful  and  glorious.  The  heroic  spirits  which 

A  ffn,  lit  .  directed  our  physical  force,  and  the  brate  sol-* 

meeting  of  the  Common  Council  diers  that  fought  under  such  masterly  gnidancey 
^  called  on  Saturday  afternoon,  at  3  o’c^k,.  are  entitMto  tho  gratitude  of  AjBerioa^  Whe^ 
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vcr  they  go,  thf  good  wishes  and  good  offices  of 
their  country  will  attend  tliein  ;  history  will  re¬ 
cord  their  services  and  their  sufierings — ;heir 
deeds  of  valour  and  of  glory — and  fntnre  genera¬ 
tions,  as  well  as  the  present,  will  look  up  to  them 
as  models  tor  imitation  and  as  examples  of  he¬ 
roic  greatness.  As  long  as  the  waters  of  the 
greal  Lakes  shall  roll  over  the  cataract  of  Nia¬ 
gara,  so  long  will  those  heroes  command  the  gra¬ 
titude  and  veneration  of  posterity  ;  and  the  fu¬ 
ture  traveller  will,  with  increased  curiosity  and 
indescribable  emotions,  contemplate  the  magnifi- 
ceiit  scenery  of  a  country,  equally  celebrate<l 
for  the  illustrious  achievements  of  man  and  the 
sublime  operations  of  nature.  To  the  leaders  in 
these  exploits,  the  just  and  impartial  voice  of  fu¬ 
ture  times  will  apply  the  portrait  ofa  great  cap¬ 
tain,  drawn  by  the  first  orator  of  antiquity. 

“  Labor  in  negotiis^fortilvdo  in  perkulis,  in- 
Austria  in  agendo,  ceUritas  in  conficiendo,  consi¬ 
lium  in  providendo/*  ' 

“Although  delicacy  will  not  permit  me  to  state 
the  agency  which  you  have  had  in  these  distin¬ 
guished  scenes  yet  1  must  be  permitted  to  say, 
that  the  promises  which  you  gave  of  future  and 
eminent  usefulness  (when  by  ymir  vigour  and 
skill  you  protected  the  most  important  place  in 
the  w'est  against  the  invasions  of  the  enemy)  have 
been  fully  realized  on  the  borders  of  the  Niag¬ 
ara  ;  and  that  to  such  men  as  you,  and  your  gal¬ 
lant  companions  inarms,  America  must  look  for 
the  palladium  of  her  safety.** 

The  freeman’s  oath  was  then  administered  to 
the  general  and  the  certificate  of  freedom  of  this 
city,  together  with  an  elegant  gold  box  with  a 
suitable  inscription,  was  then  delivered  to  him, 
when  he  made  the  following  reply  to  his  honour 
the  mayor’s  address. 

f  entreat  you  to  accept  my  most  sincere  I 
acknowledgments  for  the  very  favourable  view 
yon  have  been  pleased  te  take  of  my  military 
conduct.  The  only  claim  that  I  can  possibly  of¬ 
fer  on  the  notice  and  regard  of  my  country,  is 
that  of  an  honest  zeal  to  promote  her  interest 
and  her  glory. 

“Withunfeignedpleasure  I  avail  myself  of  this 
opportunity  to  assure  you  that  the  events  which 
have  attracted  your  praise,  are  to  be  ascrilied, 
under  God,  to  the  distinguished  merit  of  the  of¬ 
ficers  with  whom  1'  have  had  the  happiness  to 
be  associated,  and'  to.  the  full  reliance  which  I 
have  ever  placed  on  the  unequaled  qualities  of 
.  the  American  soldier.  I  have  only  given  to  the 
troops  under  my  command  an  opportunity  of 
eviucing  to  their  country  that  they  are  worthy 
of  her  confidence — her  approbation  is  their 
highest  reward. 

“  The  flattering  acknowledgment,  by  so  dis¬ 
tinguished  a  body  as  the  corporation  of  this 
great  city,  of  the  merit  of  that  heroic  army,  I 
shall  ever  cherish  as  among  the  most  honoura¬ 
ble  events  of  my  life,  animated  by  the  most  fer¬ 
vent  zeal  for  the  service  of  their  country,  these 
expressions  of  her  esteem,  will  only  stimulate 


the  army  to  increased  exertions  to  secure  her 
rights  and  to  vindicate  her  fame.” 

We  understand  that  the  general  dined  with 
the  corporation,  in  company  with  several  dis¬ 
tinguished  military  and  naval  characters,  on  the 
same  day. 

Hartford,  January  25, 

This  day,  the  honourable  general  assembly  of 
this  state,  commenced  their  extra  session  in 
this  city.  The  session  was  opened  in  the  usu¬ 
al  form,  when  his  excellency.  Governor  Smith, 
delivered  the  following 

SPEECH. 

Gentlemen  of  the  council,  Mr.  Speaker,  and  Gen¬ 
tlemen  of  the  house  of  representatives. 

The  convention  of  delegates,  from  this  and 
some  of  our  sister  states,  having  fulfilled  the  ob¬ 
jects  of  their  appointment,  I  have  considered  it 
my  <lnty  to  afford  you  an  early  opportunity  of. 
acting  oil  their  report. 

In  laying  these  important  proceedings  before 
you,  I  feef  assured  you  will  give  them  that  con¬ 
sideration  which  is  due  to  the  opinions  of  revered 
patriots,  formed  from  a  deliberate  survey  of  the 
national  affairs,  and  dictated  by  a  zealous  regard' 
to  the  interests  of  individual  states,  and  the  last^- 
ing  welfare  of  our  country.. 

I  shall  not  detain  you,  gentlemen,  by  a  minute 
reference  to  the  various  .subjects  comprised  in 
the  report.  Your  attention  will  undoubtedly  be 
I  first  directed  to  those  measures  which  are  re¬ 
commended  as  necessary  for  our  defence  against 
the  common  enemy.  Should  the  war  continue, 
we  have  as  yet  no  assurance,  either  that  the  mode 
of  conducting  it  is  to  be  essentially  changed,  or 
that  any  part  of  the  heavy  contributions  levied 
upon  our  citizens,  will  be  applied  to  their  pro¬ 
tection.  Hence,  unless  seasonable  precautions 
are  taken,  we  are  to  expect  a  repetition  of  that 
annoyance  by  the  enemy,  and  of  those  embar¬ 
rassments  from  oiir  own  governmeut,  which  were 
so  largely  experienced  during  the  last  campaign. 
The  plainest  principles  of  justice  and  of  self-pre¬ 
servation  demand,  that  whilst  the  burden  of  de¬ 
fence  is  laid  upon  the  state,  so  much  of  its- re¬ 
sources  as  may  be  adequate  to  that  end,  should' 
in  any  event  be  retained.  It  is  desirable  that 
on  tins  subject  an  explicit  arrangement  should 
be  made  with  the  general  government,  nor  ought 
we  to  doubt  thd.t  an  immediate  application  for 
that  purpose  would  be  successful.  You  will  con¬ 
sider  how  far  the  reasonable  overtures  suggest¬ 
ed  by  the  convention  are  calculated  to  me^  this 
object. 

But  in  the  midst  of  our  efforts  to  resist  hostile 
attempts  from  abroad,  let  us  beware  of  oppres¬ 
sion  at  home.  It  was  not  the  least  of  the  evils 
which  were  apprehended  from  an  offensive  war, 
that  both  the  temptation  and  the  means  would 
be  thereby  afford^  to  invade  the  sovereignty 
of  the  respective  states,  and  to  break  down  tiiose 
barriers  between  the  national  and  state  goveru- 
ments,  which  were  wisely  intended  as  the  roost 
effectual  safeguard  of  the  rights  ofthe  people. 
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it  is  painrul  to  observe  to  what  an  extent  these  I 
fears  are  alrea  ly  realized.  We  shall  fall  in  our 
duty,  gentlemen,  if  we  neglect  to  guard,  with 
equal  vigilance,  against  foreign  dominion  and 
domestic  usurpation.  With  evident  propriety, 
therefore,  your  particular  attention  is  invited, 
in  the  report,  to  such  acts  of  the  general  govern¬ 
ment,  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war,  as  are  un¬ 
supported  by  the  principles  of  the  Constitution. 

This  assembly  have  expressed  their  opinion 
of  tlie  attempts  to  subject  the  militia  or  other 
citizens  to  forcible  dratts  and  impressments,  for 
the  purpose  of  filling  the  ranks  of  the  regiilarj 
army.  We  have  the  satisfaction  to  perceive 
that  these  bold  attacks  upon  the  liberties  of  a] 
free  people,  have  hitherto  failed  of  success. 
Schemes,  nevertheless,  formed  with  such  delibe¬ 
ration,  and  urged  with  such  zeal,  are  probably 
not  abandoned.  It  is  consequently  proper  to 
inquire,  by  what  legislative  provision,  our  fellow 
citizens  can  be  effectually  secured  against  their 
operation  ? 

The  convention  have  not  limited  their  views 
to  the  present  distress  of  the  country.  They 
propose  to  lay  a  foundation  for  the  permanent 
tranquillity  of  these  states  by  several  important 
amendments  of  the  national  constitution.  .  The 
legislature  of  Connecticut  have  rarely  manifest¬ 
ed  a  disposition  to  effect  even  the  slightest  al¬ 
teration  in  that  instrument.  Whilst  faithfully 
performing  the  duties  enjoined  upon  them  by 
the  feileral  compact,  they  have  viewed  with ! 
nearly  equal  concern  the  repeated  and  success¬ 
ful  attempts  of  others  to  modify  and  to  violate 
it.  But  without  reciting  the  causes  which  have 
reduced  our  once  prosperous  nation  to  its  pre¬ 
sent  condition,  the  question  may  he  confidently , 
asked,  whether  the  time  has  not  arrived  in  which ' 
radical  reforms  are  indispensable  ? 

1  forbear  to  enlarge!  on  other  parts  of  this  in- 
.  teresting  report.  We  are  to  presume  that  a 
sense  ol  justice  will  induce  the  administration 
to  assent  to  the  proposed  arrangement,  and  that 
the  ulterior  resort  recommended  by  the  conven¬ 
tion  will  be  therefore  unnecessary.  Should  dif- 
.  ferent  sentiments  unfortunately  prevail,  the  ge¬ 
neral  assembly  will  hold  its  usual  session  in  time 
to  provide  for  such  a  state  of  things  as  would 
then  exist. 

Those  who  have  believed  that  our  sufferings 
called  for  more  prompt  and  efficient  noodes  of 
r^ress,  will  be  satisfied  that  moderation  no  less  I 
th^  firmness  is  the  dictate  of  an  enlightened 
and  just  policy,  and  that  it  would  ill  become 
the  uniform  friends  of  liberty  and  order  to  dis¬ 
honour  their  principles  by  rash  councils  or  pre¬ 
cipitate  measures.  The  temperate  and  oiagna- 
nimous  course  proposed  for  our  adoption,  can¬ 
not  tail  to  allay  the  apprehensions  which  many 
.  have  professed  to  entertain,  and  to  enliven  the 
hopes  of  all  who  cherish  our  national  union,  and 

are  disposed  to  place  it  on  a  solid  and  durable 
basis. 

GENTLEMEN->It  is  not  eipoctcd  that  the  or¬ 
dinary  business  of  the  legislature  will  occupy 
much  of  your  time  at  the  present  session.  Yon 


will  feel  the  importance,  however,  of  paying  a 
particular  regard  to  our  financial  concerns.  To 
render  the  operations  ot  the  treasury  success¬ 
ful,  an«l  by  means  the  least  burdensome  to  our 
constituents,  is  a  subject  which  claims,  and  I 
doubt  not  will  receive,  your  earnest  and  faith¬ 
ful  atteiitiort. 

Of  the  proceedihgs  of  the  executive  under 
various  acts  and  resolutions  of  the  last  session 
yon  will  be  informed  by  a  separate  communica- 

tion.  . 

At  this  season  of  wide-spread  calamity,  it  be¬ 
comes  us,  gentlemen,  in  all  oiir  deliberations, 
to  look  to  the  Divine  direction,  and  to  implore 
the  smiles  of  a  merciful  Providence  on  our  coun¬ 
try,  and  upon  our  united  endeavours  for  its  de¬ 
liverance  and  safety. 

JOHN  COTTON  SMITH, 

Special  session^  Jan,  1815. 

Hartford,  Jan.  28. 

On  Friday  last  the  following  report  nws  mnde  to 

the  general  assembly,  by  the  committee  appoint 

ed  on  the  proceedings  of  the  convention. 

TO  THE  HONOURABLE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  OF 
'  THE  STATE  OF  CONNECTICUT, 

The  committee  to  whom  is  referred  that  part 
of  tho  speech  of  his  excellency  the  governor, 
which  relates  to  the  proceedings  of  the  conven¬ 
tion  of  delegates  held  at  Hartford,  have  had  the 
same  under  consideration,  and  beg  leave  to  re¬ 
port  in  part  the  following  resolutions  : 

Signed  by  order, 

ELIZUR  GOODRICH. 

Resolved,  That  this  assembly,  impressed,  in 
common  with  their  fellow  citizens,  with  a  high 
sense  of  the  moderation  and  wisdom,  firmness 
and  ability,  which  mark  the  proceedings  of  the 
delegates  from  the  legislatures  of  the  states  of 
Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  Rnd  Rhode  Island, 
and  from  the  counties  of  Cheshire  and  Grafton, 
in  the  state  of  Ne>v  Hampshire,  and  the  county 
of  Windham  in  the  state  of  Vermont,  assembled 
in  convention  at  Hartford,  on  the  15th  day  of 
December,  A.  D.  1814,  do  approve  of  their  re¬ 
port  communicated  to  this  assembly,  and  order 
that  the  same  be  recorded  in  the  records  of  this 
state. 

Resolved,  That  his  excellency  the  governor  be 
authorized  and  empowered  to  appoint  com¬ 
missioners  to  proceed  immediately  to  the  seat 
of  the  national  government,  and  in  pursuance  of 
such  instnictions  as  his  excellency  may  think 
proper  to  give  them,  to  make  an  earnest  appli** 
cation  to  the  government  of  the  United  States, 
requesting  their  consent  to  some  arrangement, 
whereby  the  state  of  Connecticut,  may  separate¬ 
ly,  or  in  concert,  be  empowered  to  assume  upon 
themselves  the  defence  of  their  territory  against 
the  enemy ;  and  a  reasonable  ponion  of  tho 
taxes  collected  within  sakl  states,  may  be  paid 
into  the  respective  treasuries  thereof,  and  ap¬ 
propriated  to  the  payment  of  the  balanco  duo 
said  states,  and  to  the  future  defence  of  the 
same :  the  amount  so  paid  into  the  sakktrear 
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Buries,  to  be  credited,  and  the  disbursements' 
made  as  aforesaid,  to  be  charged  to  the  United 
States. 

Resolved,  That  the  senators  of  this  state,  and 
the  representatives  of  the  people  thereof,  in  the 
congress  of  the  United  States,  be  requested  to 
use  their  endeavours,  that  congress  propose  to 
Uie  legislatures  of  the  several  states,  for  their 
adoption,  the  following  amendments  of  the  con¬ 
stitution  of  the  United  States,  viz. 

First.  Representatives  and  direct  taxe.s  shall 
be  apportioned  among  the  several  states  which 
may  be  included  within  this  Union,  according 
to  their  respective  numbers  of  free  persons,  in¬ 
cluding  those  bound  to  sen^e  for  a  term  of  years, 
add  excluding  Indians  not  taxed,  and  all  other 
persons. 

Second.  No  new  state  shall  be  admitted  into 
the  Union  by  congress,  in  virtue  of  the  power 
granted  by  the  constitution,  without  the  con¬ 
currence  of  two  thirds  of  both  houses. 

*l%ird.  Congress  shall  not  have  power  to  lay 
any  embargo  on  the  ships  or  vessels  of  the  citi¬ 
zens  of  the  United  States,  in  the  ports  or  har¬ 
bours  thereof,  for  more  than  sixty  days. 

Fourth.  Congiess  shall  not  have  power,  with¬ 
out  the  concurrence  of  two  thirds  of  both  hoii- 
-Bes,  to  interdict  the  commercial  intercoiu'se  be¬ 
tween  the  United  States  and  any  foreign  nation, 
or  the  dependencies  thereof. 

Fifth.  Congress  sliall  not  make  or  declare 
war,  or  authorize  acts  of  hostility  against  any 
foreign  nation,  without  the  concurrence  of  two 
thirds  of  both  houses,  except  such  acts  of  hostili¬ 
ty  be  in  defence  of  the  territories  of  the  United 
States,  when  actually  invaded. 

Sixth.  No  person  who  shall  hereafter  be  na¬ 
turalized,  shall  be  eligible  as  a  member  of  the 
senate  or  house  of  representatives  of  the  United 
States,  nor  capable  of  holding  any  civil  office 
under  the  authority  of  the  United  States. 

Seventh.  The  same  person  shall  not  be  elect¬ 
ed  President  of  the  United  States  a  second 
time ;  nor  shall  the  president  be  elected  from 
the  same  state  two  terms  in  succession. 

Resolved,  That  his  excellency  the  governor 
be  requested  to  transmit  copies  of  the  foregoing 
resolutions  to  the  senators  of  this  state,  and  the 
representatives  of  the  people  thereof,  in  the 
congress  of  the  United  ^tes  ;  and  that  he  also 
transmit  to  the  executives  of  the  several  states, 
like  copies,  to  be  laid  before  the  legislatures 
thei'eof,  soliciting  their  exertions  and  co-opera¬ 
tion  with  this  assembly,  in  procuring  the  afore¬ 
said  amendments  to  be  adopted,  and  made  a 
part  of  the  constitution. 


From  the  Salem  Gazette, 

MEMORIAL 
•  FROM  THE  TOWN  OF  NEWBURYPORT, 

PRE8ENTKD  TO  THR 

LEGISLATURE  OF  IdJSSACBUSETTS, 
January  20,  1815. 

To  (he  honourable  the  and  the  house  of 


representatives  of  the  eommonweallh  of  Massed- 

chuetts. 

The  inhabitants  of  Newburyport  in  town 
meeting  assembled,  beg  leave  respectfully  to 
represent.  That  they  believe  the  tilde  to  have 
arrived,  in  the  disastrous  course  of  our  national 
policy,  when  measures  of  the  most  firm,  temp^ 
rate  and  efficient  character,  on  the  part  of  our 
state  legislatures,  can  alone  save  the  land.  In 
common  with  their  suffenng  fellow  citizens, 
they  have  hoped,  while  it  was  yet  possible  to 
hope,  that  the  mad  career  of  the  administration 
would  at  length  be  arrested  by  returning  reason ; 
that  the  remonstranrrs  of  a  suffering  nation, 
the  judgments  of  Heaven  upon  their  crimes, 
and  the  instant  ruin  which  seems  ready  to  fall 
upon  themselves,  would  at  length  conquer  the 
obstinacy  even  of  those  “scourges  of  god,** 
who  have  so  long  been  crushing  us  to  the  earth. 
But  the  events  of  the  last  calamitous  year  have 
fatally  proved,  that  neither  the  plainest  provi¬ 
sions  of  the  constitution,  the  happiness  of  the 
people,  nor  the  union  o^*  these  states,  are  of  any 
regard  in  their  sight.  Without  men  or  moneys 
with  an  itinerant  and  journeyman  cabinet,  a 
bankrupt  treasury,  and  the  remnant  of  a  dis¬ 
contented  and  deserting  army,  they  have  still 
persevered  in  the  maniac  project  of  subduing  the 
Canadas.  With  an  extended  seaboard  open  to 
a  triumphant  and  powerful  nation,  their  most 
valuable  towns  invaded,  and  their  own  capital 
in  ruins,  they  have  sought  their  personal  safety 
in  IGNOMINIOUS  FLIGHT,  and  left  the  people  to 
destruction.  While  taxing  to  the  last  cent, 
those  whom  they  had  previously  deprived  of  all 
employment,  they  have  refused  to  fulfil  the  first 
object  of  the  union,  “  provision  for  the  common 
defence.”  Instead  of  securing  on  a  wide  and  li¬ 
beral  basis,  supplies  for  the  treasury,  they  have 
attempted  to  throw  their  already  prostrate  cre¬ 
dit  into  common  stock,  vainly  expecting  to  draw 
from  their  own  plentiful  fund  of  fraud  and  bank¬ 
ruptcy,  new  means  of  lavish  and  wicked  profile 
sion^  With  an  unfeeling  and  profligate  disre¬ 
gard  of  the  laws  of  the  state,  the  ties  of  nature 
and  of  blood,  they  have  devoted  our  youth  to 
the  slaughter  and  pestilence  of  their  miserable 
camps.  And  as  if  personal  liberty,  as  well  as 
prosperity  and  peace,  were  odious  in  their  sight, 
a  conscription  law,  exhibiting  the  most  detesta¬ 
ble  features  of  French  despotism,  has  been  fra¬ 
med  for  the  freemen  of  these  states,  and  only 
arrested  In  its  course  by  the  certainty  of  their 
indignant  and  united  resistance;  a  resistance, 
which,  we  trust  in  God !  would  indeed  have  been 
a  united  one.  The  citizens  of  Massachusetts, 
at  lea8t,^would  have  answered  the  cold  blooded 
sophistry  of  Mr.  Madison,  and  the  wire  drawn 
arguments  of  his  stupid  and  apostate  secretary, 
at  the  point  of  the  bayonet.  They  would  not 
have  tasted  of  the  cup  qf  French  abomination.-^ 
They  would  have  returned  that  “  poisoned  cha¬ 
lice”  to  the  lips  of  their  persecutors.  With  the 
charter  of  their  free  and  sovereign  state  m  their 
hand,  they  would  have  inarched  fearlessly,  and 
to  the  extreme  verge  of  their  rights ;  planted 
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fliemselY^s  in  the  breieh  made  in  the  constitu- 
iion,  and  “  repaired  it,  or  perished  with  it.”  . 

That  tliis  state  of  things  has  not  already  taken 
place  isowing  to  the  unexampled  forbearance  of 
this  people ;  and  the  fears,  not  the  justice  of  their 
tyrants.  They  are  still  perpetrating  every  crime 
which  they  dare ;  still  adding  oppression  to  op¬ 
pression,  and  seeking  a  ”  lower,  in  the  lowest 
deep,”  of  national  disgrace.  In  the  midst  of 
these  aggravated  evils,  we  find  no  consolation  in 
the  reports  of  peace,  which  the  administration 
continue  to  circulate,  whenever  it  suits  tlieir 
purposes  ;  whenever  some  new  chain  is  to  be 
riveted  upon  us,  some  new  act  of  desperation  is 
attempted.  Peace  itself  could  not  heal  the 
wounds,  which  they  have  inflicted  on  their  coun¬ 
try,  or  atone  for  their  sins ;  nor  can  we  hope 
for  a  lasting  peace,  while  corniption  is  seated  on 
our  high  places,  and  the  stain  of  blood,  wicked¬ 
ly  and  wantonly  shed,  is  crying  to  Heaven  tor 
vengeance.  Peace  with  England  may,  indeed,  I 
after  immense  sacrifices,  be  at  length  obtained ; 
but  in  that  war  at  home,  which  is  waged  against 
New  England,  her  commeice,  her  laws,  her  li¬ 
berty,  there  can  be  no  peace,  while  imbecility 
and  wickedness  are  allowed  to  drivel  in  the  ex¬ 
alted  seats  where  wisdom  and  virtue  should 
alone  preside. 

The  time  is  come,  then,  when  ”  what  is  right, 
must  be  not  only  made  known,  but  be  made  pre- ; 
valent ;  when  what  is  wiong,  must  be  not  only 
detected,  but  defeated  when  our  high  privi¬ 
leges  must  be  guarantied  to  us,  “  unalienably, 
irreversibly  fixed  as  the  firmament  of  heaven.” 
With  these  expressions,  it  was,  with  feelings  of 
unqualified  approbation,  that  we  witnessed  the 
appointment  of  your  honourable  body  of  dele¬ 
gates  to  a  New  England  convention ;  and  in  the 
selection  of  that  venerable  assembly,  as  well  on 
the  part  of  Massachusetts,  as  her  patriotic  and 
sister  states,  we  saw  a  combination  of  wisdom, 
experience,  and  virtue,  wliich  entitled  it  to  be 
the  repository  of  all  our  hopes,  and  interests,  and 
confidence.  It  seemed  to  bring  back  to  our  re¬ 
collection,  and  to  present  to  us  the  image,  of 
those  dignified  and  hallowed  counsels  of  eur  fa-  j 
thers,  wpich,  (in  far  lower  degrees  of  suffering 
indeed,' but)  in  the  same  spirit,  were  the  light 
and  beacon  of  New  England-;  which,  commen- 1 
eing  with  tlie  same  deliberate  calmness  and  mo¬ 
deration,  finally  resisted  tyranny  unto  blood,  and 
resisted  it  with  success.  In  the  animating  pa- 
triotism,  firmness  and  prudence,  exhibited  in 
the  result  of  their  deliberations ;  in  the  man¬ 
ly,  dignified,  and  forbearing  spirit  which  it 
breathes,  our  enemies  may  read  both  a  lesson 
,and  a  warning.  It  is  the  handwriting  of  the 
prophet,  and  should  fill  our  BelUhazsar  with 
(rembling  and  dismay. 

And  It  is  for  the  puiqiose  of  expressing  our 
assent  to  all  its  doctrines,  and  our  willingness  to  | 
support,  to  the  last  hazard  and  extremity,  the 
measures  which  it  proposes,  that  we  now  ap¬ 
proach  you.  To  whatever  consequeoces  these 
measures  may  lead,  we  pledge  to  you  our  own, 
And  w%  believe  this  whole  people  will  pledge  to 
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you,  their  undivided  and  [earless  support.  And 
should  your  demands  and  requisitions  of  the  na!- 
tionai  government  be  treated  with  the  neglect 
and  contumely,  shown  to  our  humble  remon¬ 
strances  ;  should  the  equitable  compromise  sug¬ 
gested  by  that  convention,  be  neglected ;  and 
the  approaching  season  still  find  os  bending  nn- 
der  domestic  tyranny,  and  exposed  to  foreign  in-  . 
vasion ;  we  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that 
we  shall  consider  our  state  l^islatures,  as  the 
sole,  rightful,  aod  bounden  judges  of  the  course 
which  our  safety  may  require ;  without  any  re¬ 
gard  to  the  persons  stiU  assuming  to  be  the  gene^ 
ral  gonsemment.  Nor  have  we  a  doubt,  that  the 
citizens  of  the  northern  states,  ardently  as  they 
are  attached  to  the  union,  would  in  that  event, 
under  the  guidance  of  their  enlightened  sages 
standing  in  the  spirit  and  upon  the  extreme 
boundary  of  their  constitutional  privilege,  de¬ 
clare, 

That  our  onn  resources  shaU  bt  appropriated 
to  our  onm  defence. 

That  the  lam  of  the  United  States  shall  be 
temporarily  suspended^  in  their  operation,  in  out 
territory;  and 

That  hostilities  shall  cease  towards  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  on  the  part  of  the  free,  sovereign  and  inds^ 
ptnAent  states  qf  New  England. 

E.  MOSELEY,  Moderator.. 

Newburyport,  Jan,  16,  1815. 

[The  above  memorial  was  read  in  both  branch* 
es  of  the  legislature,  and  committed  to  the  com¬ 
mittee  to  whom  was  referred  the  message  of  bis 
excellency,  and  accompanying  documents.] 


[From  the  Georgetown  Federal  Republicailt 
January  17.] 

STATEMENT  OP  VOTES  ON  THE  DECLARATION  ON 

WAR. 

IN  THE  SENATE. 

FOR  THE  WAR.  AGAINST  THE  WAR. 

New  Hampshire. 

Charles  Cutts  1  Nicholas  Gilman 

Massachusetts. 

Joseph  B.  Vamum  2  James  Lloyd 

Connecticut. 

Samuel  W.  Dana 
Chauncey  Goodrich 

Rhode  Island. 

William  Hunter 
Jeremiah  B.  Howell 

NOTES. 

1.  Since  appointed  collector  of  taxes 
having  failed  of  his  reappointment  as  sena¬ 
tor  ;  now  secretary  of  the  senate ;  his  bro¬ 
ther  succeeds  him  as  collector  of  taxes; 
his  brother-in-law  is  a  collector  of  customs. 

2.  Has  two  or  three  sons  provided  for 
the  public  offices. 


318 


THE  EXAMINER. 


Vermont. 

Jonathan  Robinson  1 

New- York. 

John  Smith  2  Obadiah  German 

New  Jersey. 

John  Condit  John  Lambert 

Pennsylvania. 

Michael  Leib  3 
Andrew  Gregg 

Delaware. 

James  A.  Bayard 
Outerbridge  Horsey 
Maryland. 

Samuel  Smith  Philip  Reed 

Virginia. 

William  B.  Giles 
Richard  Brent 

North  Carolina; 

Jesse  Franklin 
James  Turner 

South  Carolina. 

John  Taylor 
John  Gaillard 

Georgia. 

Wm.  H.  Crawford  4 
Charles  Tait 

Kentucky. 

George  M.  Bibb  John  Pope 
Tennessee. 

Joseph  Anderson 
Geo.  W.  Campbell  5 

Ohio. 

Thos.  Worthington 

1.  Has  two  sons  provided  for  in  the  pub¬ 
lic  service. 

2.  Since  appointed  marshal  for  the  dis¬ 
trict  of  New-York^  with  an  income,  in 
these  privateering  times,  of  twenty  thou¬ 
sand  dollars  a  year. 

3.  Since  appointed  postmaster  at  Phila¬ 
delphia  ;  now  turned  out  to  make  room  for 
the  son-in-law  of  the  now  secretary  of  the 
'  treasury.  * 

4.  Mr.  C.  is  now  minister  at  France. 

V  5.  A  Scotchman  by  birth ;  since  the  war, 
appointed  secretary  of  the  treasury;  quit 
for  want  of  capacity,  having  found  UltU  in 
the  public  coffers,  and  left  nothing, 

IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTA¬ 
TIVES. 

FOR  THE  WAR.  AGAINST  THE  WAR. 

New  Hampshire. 

Samuel  Dinsmoor  1  George  Sullivan 
Notes. 

1.  Mr,  Dinsmoor  foiled  in  kit  re-election, 
Mr,  Madison  remembered  him^  and  appointed 
him  a  collector  qf  the  n  Ur  taxes. 


Obed  Hall  2  Josiah  Bartlelt 

John  A.  Harper  3 

Massachusetts. 

Francis  Carr  Elijah  Brigham 

Isaiah  L.  Green  4  AVilliam  Ely 
Wm.  M.  Richardson  Josiah  Quincy 
Ebenezer  Seaver  V  illiam  Read 
Chas.  Turner,  Jr.  5  Samuel  Taggart 
William  Widgery  6  Peleg  Talman 

Laban  Wheaton 
Leonard  White 
•  Vermont. 

James  Fisk  7  Martin  Chittenden 

Samuel  Shaw  8 
William  Strong 

Rhode  Island. 

Richard  Jackson,  jr. 
Elisha  R.  Potter 
Connecticut. 

Epap  Champion 
John  Davenport,  jr. 
Lyman  Law 
Jonathan  O.  Mosely 
Timothy  Pitkin,  jr. 
Lewis  B.  Sturges 
Benjamin  Talmadge 
New-York. 

Daniel  Avery  Harmanus  Blcecker 

Benjamin  Pond  James  Emott 

Ebenezer  Sage  Asa  Fitch 

Thomas  R.  Gold 
Samuel  L.  Mitchill 

2.  Obed  Itall — We  have  never  heard  what  has 
become  of  this  person.  He  complained  very  Unid^ 
lyt  the  next  session,  that  he  rvas  not  made  a  colo¬ 
nel.  His  claim  was,  that  he  had  served  in  the 
last  war,  **  as  a  waiter  to  Captain  Cooke,  of  the 
artillery,''^  Vide  Mr,  Wheaton's  letter, 

3.  Mr,  Harper  failed  in  his  re-election.  Mr. 
Madison  gave  him  a  colonels  commission.  He 
said,  on  the  declaration  of  war,  that  “  he  would 
interpose  his  own  breast  between  his  country  and 
th‘  enemy.'*  Indeed,  he  said,  if  Canada  could  not 
he  othenvise  taken,  he  would  go  himself, 

4.  Mr.  Green  failed  in  his  re-election.  Since 
appointed  an  assessor  of  the  land  tax,  and  a  col¬ 
lector  qf  the  customs. 

5.  Mr.  Thimer  Jailed  in  his  re-election.  Jp- 
pointed  postmaster  at  Newburyport ;  stUl  holds 
the  office,  although  he  does  not,  and  never  did,  re¬ 
side  within  60  miles, 

6.  Mr,  W,  offered  “  to  take  Canada  by  the 
job," 

7.  Mr,  Fisk  was  appointed  territorial  judge : 
supposing  his  re-election  had  failed.  But  hap¬ 
pening  to  succeed,  he  declined  the  judgeship.  Ha¬ 
ving  now  failed,  beyond  doubt,  he  wiU  clamour  for 
another  qffice, 

8.  Mr.  Shaw  has  been  since  appointed  a  sur¬ 
geon  at  the  Greenbush  station.  We  believe  (he 
qffice  is  a  sinecure. 
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Thomas  Sammons 
Silas  Stow 
Uri  Tracey 
P.  Van  Oortlandt,  jr. 
Arunah  Metcalf  ‘ 
Thomas  B.  Cooke 
New  Jersey^ 

Lewis  Condit  Jacob  Hnfly 

James  Morgan  Thomas  Newbold 

George  C.  Maxwell 
Adam  Boyd 
Pennsylvania. 

William  Anderson  James  Milnor 

David  Bard  William  Rodman 

Robert  Brown 

William  Crawford 

Roger  Davis 

William  Finley 

John  M.  Hyneman 

Abner  Lacock 

Joseph  Lefever 

Aaron  Lyle 

Adam  Seybert 

John  Smilie 

Robert  Whitehill 

Jonathan  Roberta 

William  Piper 

George  Smith 

Delaware. 

Henty  M.  Ridgely 
Maryland. 

Stephenson  Archer  Chas.  Goldsborough 

Joseph  Kent  Philip  Stuart 

Alexander  M'Kim  Philip  B.  Key 

Samuel  Ringgold 
Robert  Wright 
Peter  Little  1 

Virginia. 

BnrweH  Bassett  John  Baker 

Wm.  A.  Burwell  James  Breckenridge 

John  Clopton  Joseph  Levels,  jun. 

John  Dawson  Thomas  Wilson 

Thomas  Gholson  John  Randolph 

Peterson  Goodwin 
Aylett  Hawes 
.  William  M‘Coy 
Hugh  Nelson 
Thomas  Newton 
Anthony  New 
James  Pleasants,  jun^ 

John  Roane 
Johia  Smith 
John  Taliaferro 

North  Carolina. 

WHKs-  Alston  Archibald  M‘Bride 

.  1.  Peter  Little  has  been  since,  appoiMed  a 
thnet  in  the  army. 


Wm.  Blackledge  Joseph  Pearson 

James  Cockran  Richard  Stanford’ 

William  R.  King 
Nathaniel  Macon 
Israel  Pickens 

South  Carolina. 

William  Butler 
John  C.  Calhoun 
Langdon  Cheves 
ERas  Earle 
William  Lowndes 
Thomas  Moore 
D.  R.  Williams  1 
Richard  Wynn 

Georgia.. 

William  W.  Bibb 
Bolling  HaM 
George  W.  Tronp 

Kentucky. 

Joseph  Desha 

R.  M*  Johnson  h 

Samuel  M‘Kee  ;  r 

Stephen  Ormsby 

Tennessee. 

Felix  Grundy 
John  Rhea 
John  Sevier 

Ohio.^ 

Jeremiah  Morrow. 

There  were  many  members  of  congress 
who  voted  for  the  measure  leading  to  ¥caiv 
who  were  either  absent  at  the  final  passage 
of  the  bill,  or  voted  against  H.  Such  a» 
Mr.  P.  B.  Porter  of  New- York,  commonly 
called  **  caterer  of  the  war  feast;-!’  since 
appointed  a  brigadier  general.  His  bro¬ 
ther  HA»  aiNCE  BEEN  CONTRACTOR  TO  A 
GREAT  amount;  Rud  Mr.  Bacon,  of  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  since  appointed  collector  of  the 
taxes,  and  now  comptroller  of  the  treasury^ 
who  were  both  absent  on  the  final  {mssage 
of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Howell,  of  the  senate,  voted  ro&  the 
measure  in  its  previous  stages,  although  at 
some  of  those  stages  his  single  vote  would 
have  defeated  the  measure  altc^ether.  His 
father  has  been  appointed  district  judge 
since  the  war,  and  bis  brother  Hi  law  is 
marshal  for  Rhode  Islands 

Mr.  Bartlett,  in  the  house  of  representa¬ 
tives^  from  New  Hampshire,  vot^  pretty 
much  after  the  same  manner  as  Mri  How- 
•IL 

Mr.  Clay  being  speaker,  his  name  does 

9 

1.  This  person  is  commonly  colled  thunder 
-  and  lightning  ffilHams.  Mr,  Madison  appoi/U* 
ed  him  a  brigadier  general  in  the  army. 
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not  appear  on  the  journal.  He  did  more 
than  any  other  man  in  the  house  of  repre¬ 
sentatives  to  get  through  the  declaration 
of  war;  distinctly  avowing  his  object  to 

BE,  TO  CONQUER  AND  RETAIN  CANADA - 

see  his  speech  lately  quoted  by  Mr.  Grosve- 
nor.  Mr.  Clay  is  now  a  commissioner  at 
Ghent,  and,  as  we  see  by  the  despatches, 
does  not  hesitate  to  affirm,  that  our  govern¬ 
ment  never  entertained  the  design  of  con- 
.  quering  and  retaining  Canada. 

This  same  Mr.  Clay  was  one  of  the 
THREE  persons  who  waited  on  the  presi¬ 
dent,  and  requested  from  him  a  recommen¬ 
dation  of  immediate  war  to  congress,  as  the 
only  condition  on  which  the  democratic 
party  would  re-elect  him  to  the  presidency. 
The  other  two  were  Mr.  Calhoun  and  Mr. 
Grundy. 

W  e  only  add  one  remark,  and  we  entreat 
the  people  of  this  country  to  consider  it. — 
H  those  persons^  who  voted  for  the  war,  and  who 
have  since  received  offices  of  profit  and  emolu* 
ment  {many  of  which  offices  have  been  created  by 
the  war)  h^  voted  against  it  in  aU  its  stages,  war 
would  not  have  been  declared. 

The  Conscription  Larv.-^We  have  heard 
it  said  by  several  of  the  friends  of  admini¬ 
stration,  when  the  conscription  law"  of  this 
state  has  been  condemned  as  unconstitu¬ 
tional  and  tyrannical,  that  the  federalists  in 
the  legislature,  if  they  disapproved  of  the 
law,  should  have  proposed  a  substitute. 
These  gentlemen  have  either  very  treache¬ 
rous  memories,  or  they  have  taken  but  little 
trouble  to  inform  themselves  of  the  course 
pursued  by  the  federal  members  when  this 
subject  w"a8  under  discussion.  A  substitute 
was  offered  and  urged  with  earnestness  and 
ability  by  them,  but  to  no  purpose — The 
party  who  on  all  occasions  so  blindly  fol¬ 
low  the  directions  and  obey  the  mandates 
ef  their  leaders,  were  required  to  vote  for 
the  conscription  law,  and  although  many  of 
them  acknowledged  that  they  liked  the 
substitute  offered  by  the  federalists,  better 
than  tile  bill  brought  forward  by  their  own 
party,  yet  as  this  was  a  measure  of  the 
party,  it  must  be  supported.  The  following 
are  the  leading  features  of  the  substitute  as 
given  by  a  gentleman  who  was  present 
when  it  was  offered. 

“  The  bill  to  provide,  first,  to  raise  by 
voluntary  enlistments,  uniform  and  equip  a 
corps  of  six  thousand  men  for  the  defence  of 
this  state,  to  serve  in  lieu  of  an  equal  num¬ 
ber  of  militia  of  this  state,  which  at  any 


time  might  be  ordered  into  service  bjf 
the  government  of  the  United  States,  bilt 
the  troops  were  not  liable  to  serve  out  of  the 
United  States  in  ary  offensive  operations. 
The  uniform  and  equipments  were  to  be 
furnished  by  the  state,  and  an  additional 
sum  to  be  paid  by  them  so  as  to  make  tlie 
wages  of  each  private,  including  the  wage^ 
paid  by  the  government  of  the  U.  States, 
equal  to  thirteen  dollars  per  month. 

Secondly,  to  divide  the  state  into  four 
great  districts,  and  to  raise  by  draft  from 
the  body  of  the  militia,  eight  thousand 
men,  to  be  apportioned  amongst  the  dis¬ 
tricts,  according  to  the  number  of  able  bo¬ 
died  men  in  each  district;  and  the  men 
thus  drafted  to  serve  within  their  respective 
districts  for  the  period  of  six  months.  To 
enable  them  to  perform  their  duty  when 
called  into  the  field,  they  were  to  be  com¬ 
pletely  armed  and  trained  12  times  in  a 
year,  8  times  by  companies,  twice  by  bat-^ 
talions,  and  twice  by  regiments,  under  the 
inspection  of  the  adjutant  general ;  to  re¬ 
ceive  pay  for  each  day’s  duty  until  called 
into  actual  service  when  they  were  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  same  pay  and  emoluments  as  the 
enlisted  soldiers.  And  in  case  of  failure  to 
answer  the  draft,  they  were  liable  to  a  fine, 
not  exceeding  a  certain  amount,  to  be  as¬ 
sessed  by  a  court  martial,  having  a  refer¬ 
ence  to  the  property  and  circumstances  of 
the  party.  Thirdly,  for  the  more  complete 
defence  of  the  state,  the  commander  in 
chief  w"as  authorized  to  purchase  thou¬ 
sand  stand  of  arms,  and  cause  the  same  to 
be  distributed  in  different  parts  of  the  state  ; 
part  of  which  were  to  be  delivered  to  the 
militia  in  case  of  invasion,  and  a  part  to  be 
sold  to  individuals  who  might  apply,  at  first 
cost ;  and  in  six  months  after  such  provi¬ 
sion  and  publication  of  the  law,  the  fines 
for  the  deficiency  of  arms  to  be  increased  so 
as  to  produce  an  equipment  of  the  mass  of 
the  militia,  excepting  in  those  cases  where 
individuals  were  unable,  to  be  shown  by 
the  certificate  of  their  commanding  officer. 

The  bill  further  provided  for  the  purchase 
of  ammunition  for  company  and  regimental 
alarm  posts,  and  also  the  orgauizatiou  of  a 
quartermaster’s  department. 

The  objects  of  the  bill  were,  first,  to  pro¬ 
vide  a  standing  force  to  perform  garrison 
duty,  w  hose  superior  discipline  and  know¬ 
ledge  of  tactics,  might  give  confidence  to 
the  militia  in  the  day  of  battle.  Secondly, 
to  provide  a  body  of  troops  as  a  reserve,  to 
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he  called  into  service  when  necessity  should 
require.  To  enable  them  to  discharge  their 
duty  with  honour  to  themselves  and  their 
country,  additional  discipline  was  exacted ; 
and  to  prevent  as  far  as  practicable,  any 
hardship  to  the  poor,  a  sufficient  sum  was 
added  from  the  treasury  of  the  state,  to 
make  the  wages  of  a  private  equal  to  the 
annual  wages  of  a  labouring  man. 

But  in  a  war  like  the  present,  such  regu¬ 
lations  were  not  sufficient ;  it  was  necessary 
to  place  the  whole  militia*  on  a  better  foot¬ 
ing  ;  particularly  as  it  regards  arms  and  am¬ 
munition.  To  effect  this,  the  bill  provided 
for  the  purchase  of  arms  to  be  deposited  in 
each  county  in  the  state,  to  be  sold  to  the 
soldier  at  prime  cost,  and  on  failure  to  fur¬ 
nish  himself,  to  pay  an  increased  fine,  ^But 
arms  without  ammunition  are  useless  ;  to 
procure  a  supply  of  this  essential  article, 
the  governor  was  authorized  to  purchase 
and  obliged  to  deposite  in  suitable  and  con¬ 
venient  places  in  the  frontier  counties  a  suf¬ 
ficient  quantity  of  ammunition,  to  supply 
the  militia  when  called  into  actual  service. 

Such,  fellow  citizens,  were  the  views  of 
the  federal  party  in  offering  the  substitute 
for  this  memorable  bill.’’ 

A  record  that  ought  to  be  preserved. 

That  the  publie  may  know  who  were  the 
members  of  the  house  and  senate,  that  had 
the  hardihood  to  vote  for  the  infamous  Con¬ 
scription  Bill  of  this  state,  we  give  the  fol¬ 
lowing  : 

Extract  from  the  journal  of  the  house  of  as¬ 
sembly  of  this  state, 

Friday,  October  21,  1814. 

The  engrossed  bill  froln  the  honourable 
the  senate,  entitled  an  act  to  authorize 
the  raising  of  troops  for  the  defence  of  this 
state,”  with  the  engrossed  amendments,  was 
read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Speaker  put  the  question,  whether 
the  said  bill  should  pass  ?  and  it  w^as  carried 
in  the  affirmative.  The  yeas  and  nays 
were  called  for  by  Mr.  Emott,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Cooper,  and  were  as  follows,  to  wit : 

For  the  (#rmaf ire.— Messrs.  P.  Allen.  Baker, 
Beach,  Boiick,Bowker,Broadhead,  Cleland,  Col¬ 
lins,  Cooper^  Cowles,  Cniger,  Deitz  of  Scho. 
Drake,  Edwards^  Eisenrord,  Ely,  Fenton,  Finch, 
Jno.  Gale,  Gardner,  Granger,  Guthrie,  Hackley, 
Hathaway,Ketcham,  Knapp,  M*Combs,  MClure, 
Martin,  H.  Mattison,  Mead,  Metcalf,  Monell, 
Osborn,  Paine,  Pierson,  Pitcher,  Porter,  Rich¬ 
ards,  Roseburgh,  Sanford,  Sergent,  Schenek, 
Sendder,  ^elbv,  poxton,  Sharpe,  J.  Smith,  B. 


Smith,  I.  Southerland,  Siagg,  Staples,  IVhert, 
Van  Gaasbeck,  Victory,  fVamer,  Wells,  Wood¬ 
cock,  lFright-~-^. 

For  the  Messrs.  Beadle,  Beecher, 

Benton,  Bteecker,  Bronson,  Carman,  Clark,  Co- 
man,  Deifendorf,  Duer,  Emott,  Ford,  Jas.  Gale, 
Grant,  Hopkins,  Isaacs,  Kissam,  Ijake,  Lay, 
Leonsird,  Livingston,  Lynch,  Miinro,  Oakley, 
Ogden,  Pettibone,  Platt,  Price,  Requa,  St.  John, 
Scrivent,  Shuler,  Sill,  D.  Southerland,  Stoors, 
Ten  Eyck,  Truinain,  Tyler,  Van  Beigen,  WiL 
liams.  Wooden— 4L 

Extract  from  ike  journal  of  the  senate^ 
October  18, 1814. 

The  senate  then  again  resolved  itself  into 
a  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  bill,  enti¬ 
tled  “  an  act  to  authorize  the  raising  of 
troops  for  the  defence  of  this  state,”  and 
I  after  some  tim6  spent  thereon,  Mr.  Presi- 
I  dent  resumed  the  chair,  Mr.  Sanford,  from 
the  said  committee,  reported,  that  after  the 
committee  had  gone  through  the  said  bill, 
made  amendments,  expunged  and  added 
clauses,  and  filled  up  the  blanks,  the  ques¬ 
tion  having  been  put,  whether  the  commit 
tee  would  agree  to  the  said  bill,'  it  w’ae  car-* 
ried  in  the  affirmative.  That  the  yeas  and 
nays  being  called  for  by  Mr.  Wendell,  se¬ 
conded  by  Mr.  Clark,  were  as  follo\Y8,  to 
wit: 

Far  the  affirmative. — Messrs.  Atwater,  Bick- 
nell.  Bishop,  Bloodgood,  Bloom,  Clark,  Crosby,. 
Dayton,  Elmendorf,  Hagar,  Hubbard,  Keyes, 
Loomis,  Pendegrast,  Ross,  Rouse,  Stranahan, 
Swift,  Taber,  Van  Beiiren,  Verbryck. — 21. 

For  the  negative.— ^Messrs.  Arnold,  Coebraa, 
Jones,  Root,  Stewart,  Wendell — 6. 

It  has  been  mentione<l,  and  we  believe 
published  in  some  of  the  journals  of  the  day^ 
that  several  federalists  voted  for  the  obnox¬ 
ious  conscription  bill — but,  by  a  reference 
to  the  above  extracts,  it  will  be  found  not  to 
be  correct.  No  federalist  in  either  house 
gave  it  the  sanction  of  his  name. 


Treasury  Department,  Jan.  19,  1815. 
Sir — I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  the  an^ 
niial  statement  of  the  district  tonnage  of  tho 
United  States,  on  the  3lst  December,  1813;  to- 
gether  with  an  explanatory  letter  of  the  regis¬ 
ter  of  the  treasury. 

^  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  very  respectfully, 
sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  J.  DALLAS. 
The  honourable  the  speaker  of 
the  house  of  representatives. 

Register's  office,  Jan.  17,  1815. 
Sir — I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  the 
nual  statement  to  31st  of  December,  1813,  at 
the  district  tonnage  of  the  United  States. 
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Tons  95fhs 

The  registered  tonnage,  as  cor¬ 
rected  at  this  office,  for  the  jear 
1813,  is  stated  at  .  .  .  674,853  44 

The  enrolled  and  licensed  ton¬ 
nage  vrhich  bath  not  yet  been  cor¬ 
rected,  is  stated  from  the  quarter 
yearly  accounts  as  rendered  by  the 
collectors,  at*  .  .  .  .  471,108  70 

The  fishing  vessels,  at  .  .  20,666  28 

Amounting  to  ‘  .  .  .  1,166,628  56 

The  tonnage  on  which  duties 
were  collect^  during  the  same 
year,  amounted  as  follows  : 

Registered  tonnage  paying  duty 
on  each  voyage  ....  233,966  07 

Enrolled  and  licensed  tonnage, 
employed  in  the  coasting  trade, 
paying  an  annual  duty*  .  .  252,439  65 

Fishing  vessels  the  same  .  18,522  81 

504,928  58 

Note.— -Duties  were 
also  paid  on  tonnage  own¬ 
ed  by  citizens  of  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States,  engaged  in  fo¬ 
reign  trade,  not  register¬ 
ed  ...  .  3,534  87 

Ditto  coasting  trade  176  10 

-  3,711  Og 

Total  amount  of  tonnage  on 
which  duties  were  collected  .  508,639  60 

The  registered  tonnage  being 
corrected  for  the  year  1813,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  mode  prescribed  lor 
the  government  of  the  collectors 
of  the  several  districts,  as  stated 
in  the  communication  made  to  con¬ 
gress  the  27th  February,  1812,  and 
in  conformity  with  the  intimation 
contained  in  the  register’s  letter 
of  the  7th  December,  1811,  may 
be  considered  '  nearly  the  true 
amount  of  that  description  of  ton¬ 
nage  .  674,853  44 

The  enrolled  and  licensed  ton¬ 
nage  is  stated  at  the  amount  upon 
which  the  annual  duty,  was  collect¬ 
ed,  in  1812,  on  that  description  of 
tonnage,  as  being  nearer  the  pro¬ 
bable  amount,  than  the  amount 
above  stated  from  the  collector’s 
returns,  to  31st  December,  1813,  or 
of  the  diitjed  enrolled  and  licensed 
tonnage  to  that  period,  of  only 


252,439  65  95  tons .  338,196  19 

Fishingvesselsis  stated  as  above  18,522  81 

Amounting  to  .  ,  .  .  .  .  1,031,572  49 


*  Should  it  be  deemed  essential  to  correct  the 
enrolled  tonnage,  it  is  recommended  that  provi¬ 
sion  be  made  by  la\/  for  calling  in  all  the  old, 
and  issuing  new  enrolments. 

Of  the  registered  tonnage,  a- 
mounting  as  before  stated,  to 


674,853  44  tons,  it  has  been  ascer¬ 
tained  that  there  were  engaged  in 


the  whale  fishery .  2,152  6> 

£>iralled  and  licensed,  also  in 
the  whale  fisltery .  788  74 

Anaotinling  to .  2,941  48 


It  appears  by  the  collectors*  abstracts,  that 
31,153  40  tons  new  vessels  were  built  during  the 
year  1813;  of  which  18,482  46  tons  were  regis¬ 
tered,  and  12,670  89  were  enrolled. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  roost  obedi¬ 
ent  humble  servant 

JOSEPH  NORRSE,  regUter. 
Hon.  Alexander  J.  Dallas, 

Secretary  qf  the  treasury. 

The  following  is  a  sketch  qf  the  opinion  delivered 
by  Judge  Jackson^  in  the  supreme  court  of  the 
state  of  yiassachusettSf  on  the  0th  qf  January^ 
OH  the  return  of  a  writ  qf  habeas  corpus^  issued 
to  George  IV.  Nighty  Esq.  an  officer  in  the  army 
of  the  United  States. 

This  writ  was  issued  on  the  complaint  and  af¬ 
fidavit  of  Caleb  Lewis,  setting  forth  that  his  son, 
Daniel  Lewis,  who  was  under  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years,  was  detained  at  Fort  lnde|)€ndence 
as  an  enlisted  soldier ;  and  that  he,  the  fatlier, 
had  never  con^nted  to  the  enlistment.  The 
return  sets  forth  as  the  cause  of  detention,  that 
Daniel  Lewis  enlisted  as  a  soldier,  to  serve  in 
the  army  of  the  United  States  during  the  pre¬ 
sent  war,  and  that  his  master  gave  bis  consent 
in  writing  to  the  enlistment.  The  return  was 
filed  on  the  5th  instant,  when  it  was  contended 
by  the  counsel  for  Mr.  Hight,  that  the  return 
was  conclusive,  and  that  the  facts  therein  set 
forth  could  not  be  traversed  on  this  occasion. 
The  judge,  without  deciding  that  question  then, 
proceeded  to  examine  the  evidence  on  both 
sides ;  from  which  it  appeared,  that  the  boy 
was  .about  nineteen  years  old ;  that  he  w'as 
bound  by  his  father  about  four  years  ago,  as  au 
apprentice  to  one  Mr.  Bryant  until  the  age  of 
twenty-one,  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  shoemaker ; 
that  he  afterwards  left  Biyant’s  service  with 
his  consent,  and  worked  at  his  trade  several 
weeks  in  another  town  ;  after  which  he  returned 
to  Bryant,  and  worked  for  him  as  a  journeyman. 
It  appeared  that  the  boy  had  applied  to  his  fa¬ 
ther  for  leave  to  enlist,  but  the  father  refused 
his  consent,  and  expressly  prohibited  Bryant 
from  giving  such  consent ;  insisting  that  he 
should  keep  the  boy  till  he  was  twenty-one 
years  old,  according  to  the  indentures  of  appren¬ 
ticeship.  The  consent  of  Bryant  in  writing 
under  his  hand  was  produced,  aud  bis  signature 
was  not  denied. 

It  was  further  contended  on  the  part  of  Mr. 
Hight,  that  this  court  has  no  jurisdiction  of  tlie 
cause,  as  the  boy  is  held  under  the  authority  of 
the  United  States,  and  by  one  of  their  officers. 
And  thirdly,  that  if  the  court  has  cognizance  of 
the  cause,  the  boy  ought  to  be  remanded  to  the 
custody  of  the  officer,  as  being. duly  enlisted 
11  nder  the  act  of  congress  passed  January  20th 
1813..  After  bearing  the  evidence  and  the  ar* 
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guments  of  counsel  on  both  sides,  the  judge  re- 
Hianded  the  boy,  with  directions  to  have  him 
brought  into  court  the  next  day.  He  was 
brought  in  accordingly  on  Friday  morning,  when 
the  judge  delivered  his  opinion  as  follows. 

As  to  the  first  question,  it  is  not  necessary 
now  to  determine  whether  the  return  of  a  writ 
of  habeas  corptis  is  always  conclusive,  when 
made  by  private  persons  as  well  as  by  public  of¬ 
ficers  ;  as  1  am  well  satisfied  that  the  party  may 
always  confess  and  avoid  it,  which  is  all  mat  has 
been  done  in  the  present  ca«c«  It  **  not  denied 
that  the  boy  was  enlisted,  and  with  the  written 
consent  of  his  master ;  but  he  attempts  to  avoid 
the  effect  of  this,  by  showing  that  he  has  a  fa¬ 
ther  living,  w’ho  did  not  so  consent.  On  this 
point,  however,  I  would  remark,  that  in  all 
cases,  where  such  a  return  is  held  to  be  conclu¬ 
sive,  it  should,  I  apprehend,  be  limited  to  such 
iMttcrs  as  are  necessary  and  proper  to  consti¬ 
tute  a  good  and  sufficient  return.  An  officer 
should  not  anticipate  objections  that  may  be 
tinade  to  his  return,  and  introduce  into  it  extra¬ 
neous  and  collateral  matter  by  way  of  answ'erto 
such  objections,  so  as  to  conclude  and  stop  the 
other  party  from  proving  the  whole  of  his  case. 
If  a  sheriff  holds  a  person  on  a  warrant  from  a 
justice  of  the  peace,  he  ought  in  his  return  to  a 
habeas  corpus  to  set  forth  the  warrant :  but  he 
should  not  go  on  to  aver  that  the  person  who 
issued  it  is  a  justice  duly  qualified,  &c.  in  order 
to  prevent  the  party  from  proving,  as  he  may 
perhaps  be  prepared  to  do;  from  the  public  re¬ 
cords  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  state,  that 
tlie  man  never  was  commissioned,  or  that  his 
commission  had  expired,  or  that  he  had  been 
impeached  and  removed.  This  would  be  to 
enable  the  officer,  from  malice,  ignorance,  or 
mistake,  to  alter  the  case  of  the  prisoner,  and 
make  it  better  or  worse  than  it  is  in  fact.*  So 
in  the  case  now  under  consideration,  the  sub¬ 
stance  of  the  return  is,  that  the  officer  holds 
Daniel  Lewis  as  a  soldier  enlisted  in  the  army 
of  the  United  States.  This  is  prima  facie  a 
good  and  sufficient  return;  and  of  course  it 
seems  to  be  all  that  is  necessary  for  the  officer 
to  set  forth.  If  on  filing  the  return  it  should  be 
objected  that  the  party  is  a  minor,  it  is  then 
time  enough  for  the  officer  to  reply  that  he  was 
enlisted  with  the  consent  of  his  father  or  master 
&c.  It  appears  to  me,  therefore,  that  the  sug¬ 
gestion  of  the  master’s  consent  to  the  enlistment 
might,  if  necessary  to  arrive  at  the  substantial 
justice  of  the  case,  be  rejected  as  surplusage, 
anc^  would  not  conclude  the  prisoner,  whatever 
might  be  the  effect  of  the  other  part  of  the  return 

As  to  the  second  point,  respecting  the  autho¬ 
rity  of  this  court  to  discharge  the  prisoner,  even 
if  it  should  appear  that  he  is  unlawfully  detain¬ 
ed,  it  might  be  sufficient  to  say,  that  it  has  been 
done  repeatedly  in  like  cases  by  different  judg¬ 
es  in  vacation ;  and  it  was  done  by  the  whole 
court  at  the  last  March  term  in  this  county.  In 
«e  case  last  mentioned  I  do  not  recollect  whe¬ 
ther  the  question  of  /jurisdiction  was  argued  at 
toe  bar ;  but  it  was  considered  by  the  judges, 

♦  Vide  1  Salk  93.  i. 
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and  the  case  of  Ferguson,  in  9  Johns.  N.  Y. 
Reports,  239  was  examined.  It  appears  from 
that  case  that  the  law  of  New-York  differs  in- 
one  respect  at  least  from  the  law  of  this  stata, 
inasmuch  as  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  there 
may  be  granted  or  refused  in  the  discretion  of 
the  court;  whereas  here  it  is  declared  by  our 
sUtute  (1784,  c.  72)  to  be  “a  writ  of  right,  to. 
which  the  citizens  of  this  commonwealth  are, 
by  the  constitution  a«d  law  of  the  land,  at  all 
times  entitled,  to  obtain  relief  from  every 
wrongful  imprisonment  or  unlawful  restraint  of 
personal  liberty.”  The  right  thus  solemnly  de¬ 
clared  and  secured  would  be  defeated  if  the 
court  on  the  return  of  the  writ  should  refuse  to 
examine  the  causers  alleged  in  justification  of 
the  imprisonment.  Indeed  the  very  question 
raised  in  this  case  could  not  occur,  until  the 
court  had  so  far  examined  the  return  as  to  see 
that  the  party  was  held  at  least  under  colour  of 
the  aiithoritv  of  the  United  States.  And  can  it 
he  supposed*  that  a  mere  colour  of  authority 
which  perhaps  on  examination  would  appear  to 
be  wholly  mistaken  or  unfounded,  is  sufficient  to 
deprive  a  citizen  of  his  personal  liberty  ?  Sup¬ 
pose  the  laws  for  raising  this  army  had  been  re¬ 
pealed,  or  that  this  corps  had  been  disbanded, 
or  that  this  soldier  had  been  re^larly  discharg¬ 
ed,  and  that  the  officer,  from  ignorance  of  tte 
fact  or  from  some  less  excusable  motive,  still 
I  detained  the  man  under  his  command  ;  must  this 
court  remand  the  prisoner  and  leave  him  in  such 
unlawful  restraint,  merely  because  his  oppressor 
thinks  proper  to  allege  that  he  is  acting  under 
the  authority  of  the  United  States  ?  The  con¬ 
stitution  of  the  United  States,  and  the  laws  made 
in  pursuance  thereof,  are  the  supreme  laws  of 
the  land,  and  have  the  same  force  and  effect  in 
this  court  as  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States. 
Suppose,  then,  that  the  law  under  which  this 
man  is  enlisted  had  expressly  prohibited  the  en¬ 
listment  under  any  circumstances  of  minors,  or 
of  any  other  particular  description  of  persons  ; 
when  one  of  that  description  is  brougfit  before 
us  on  habeas  corpus,  and  is  claimed  as  a  soldier 
by  the  party  who  holds  him,  are  we  not  autho¬ 
rized,  nay,  are  we  not  bound  to  declare  that  such 
enlistment  is  void  ? 

Suppose  the  constitution  itself  had  contained 
a  prohibition  like  the  one  here  supposed,  and 
that  congress  should  notwithstanding  pass  an 
act  for  the  enlisting  of  minors ;  should  we  not 
be  bound  to  declare  that  such  act  was  void,  and 
to  discharge  any  minor  enlisted  under  It  ?  It  is 
then  evident  that  in  order  to  do  our  duty  under 
the  statute  of  this  commonwealth  before  refer¬ 
red  to,  we  must  examine  the  whole  case,  both 
as  to  law  and  fact.  If  on  such  examination  it 
appear  that  the  party  is  lawfully  detained,  whe¬ 
ther  under  the  authority  of  this  state  or  of  the 
United  States,  we  must  remand  him.  But  if 
the  person  to  whom  the  writ  is  directed  rely  tor 
his  justification  on  a  mistaken  construction  nf 
the  law,  or  on  an  act  which  is  repealed,  or  iu 
any  other  way  void ;  or  if  the  facts  are  hot 
dul^  substantiated  which  ar^  peoessary  to  brii^ 
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'  the  ^se  within  an  existing  law ;  it  is  our  duty  question  to  give  a  master  an  authority  so  utterly 
to  discharge  the  prisoner,  although  the  officer  inconsistent  with  natural  justice,  and  with  the 
should  pretend,  or  really  believe,  that  he  was  settled  principles  of*  the  law,  and  subversive  of 
^weeding  lawfully  under  the  authority  of  the  the  natural  and  legal  rights  of  parents.  Indeed 
United  States.  In  the  present  case  the  officer  I  have  not  been  able  to  find  any  authority  in 
has  returned  the  facts  truly ;  and  if  Lewis  has  congress  thus  to  interfere  with  private  rights  and 
b^n  unlawfully  held,  it  has  evidently  arisen  contracts  between  citizens  of  tliis  state  and  to  ah- 
Qom  a  misconstruction  of- the  law.  solve  either  party  from  his  obligations,  whether 

It  IS  therefore  necessary  to  consider  the  third  conventional  or  merely  natural.  If  they  have  such 
^int  in  this  cause,  and  it>  determine  from  the  power,  it  may  be  exercised  to  dissolve  or  affect 
facts  disclosed  in  the  return,  and  on  tiu»  exami-  any  one  contract  as  well  as  any  other ;  and  thus 
nation  ot  the  witnesses,  whether  Lewis  was  all  wir  private  do*.* lings,  and  most  of  the  com* 
lawfully  enlisted.  In  deciding  this  question,  I  men  concerns  of  life  would  be  under  the  control 
consider  the  boy  as  lawfully  bound  as  an  ap-  of  the  general  government.  If  congress  have 
prentice  to  Bryant.  The  parol  agreement  be-  the  power  supposed  in  the  present  case,  they 
tween  them  could  not  annul  the  indenture,  nor  might  with  at  least  equal  reason  and  justice  or- 
discharge  any  ot  the  parties  from  their  legal  dain  that  a  slave,  in  those  states  where  slavery 
obligations  under  that  instrument.  This  cir-  is  tolerated,  might  l)e  enlisted  and  held  to  serve 
cumstance,  however,  presents,  in  a  strong  light,  in  the  army,  without  tlie  consent  of  his  master  ; 
the  inconvenience  and  injustice  that  might  fol-  for  it  will  not  be  suppos<^d  tliat  the  rights  of  a 
low  from  the  construction  of  the  law  a^pted  master  over  his  slave  are  more  sacred,  or  found- 
by  the  counsel  for  the  officer.  For  if  the  master  ed  on  higher  authority,  than  those  of  a  father 
of  an  apprentice  can  authorize  his  enlistment  over  his  child.  But  it  is  unnecessary  to  pursue 
without  the  consent  of  the  parent,  he  may  do  this  idea  any  further,  as  I  am  well  satisfied  that 
it  against  the  express  injunctions  of  the  parent ;  the  act  of  congress  may  be  reasonably  construed, 
and^  may  retain  this  right  even  after  he  ne-  without  supposing  that  they  assumed  a  power 
gleets  or  refuses  to  peiforin  any  of  the  duties  so  questionable  m  itself,  and  so  injurious  to  the 
of  a  master.  community.  As  I  umlerstand  the  act,  it  requires 

The  decision  of  this  question  depends  on  the  the  consent  of  the  parent,  tlie  guardian,  and  the 
coDstniction  of  the  act  of  congress  passed  Janu-  master,  or  of  as  many  of  the  persons  as  may 
ary  20,  1813,  in  which  it  is  provided  “  that  no  exist  in  those  respective  relations  to  the  ehilJ. 
person  under  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  shall  There  was  no  reason  why  the  rights  of  any  ono 
be  enlisted  by  any  officer,  or  Jield  in  the  service  of  them  should  be  sacrificed  to  those  of  the 
of  the  United  States  without  the  consent  in  wri-  other.  It  was  intended  to  protect  and  secure 
ting  of  his  parent,  guardian,  or  master,  if  any  he  them  all.  If  those  relations  were  such  as  al- 
have.”  it  is  contended  by  the  counsel  for  the  ways,  or  even  most  commonly  existed  together 
officer,  that  the  consent  of  the  master  alone  in  at  the  same  time,  the  word  and  would  probably 
this  case  is  sufficient  to  authorise  the  enlistment,  i  have  been  used  instead  of  or,  iirthe  act.  But 
This  question  was  new  to  me,  when  it  occurred  as  it  rarely  happens  that  a  minoi’  has  a  parent 
yesterday  on  the  argument  of  this  cause.  1  and  a  legal  guardian  at  the  same  time,  and  as  ho 
have  since  given  it  all  the  consideration  that  the  is  often  found  in  only  one  of  those  relations  of 
time  would  allow,  and  have  had  the  advantage  of  child,  a  ward  or  apprentice,  it  might  have  ap- 
a  conference  with  the  chief  justice  on  the  sub-  peared  improper  and  incovenient  to  use  the  and, 
ject.  As  I  have  no  doubt  at  present  upon  the  On  the  other  construction,  the  consent  of  the 
point,  and  both  parties  appear  solicitous  for  a  pai*ent  aloue  would  have  been  effectual  without 
speedy  determination  of  the  cause,  I  shall  not  the  consent  of  the  master.  This  would  be  to  en- 
delay  it  for  the  purpose  of  any  further  conside-  able  the  parent  at  his  pleasure  to  absolve  hira- 
ration.  It  has  long  been  well  settled  that  the  self  and  his  child  from  a  solemn  obligation  into 
master  of  an  apprentice  cannot  assign  the  in-  which  they  had  voluntarily  entered,  and  which 
denture,  nor  transfer  the  services  of  Uie  boy  to  it  may  be  for  the  interest  of  the  master  to  eh- 
any  other  person*  The  authority  of  the  master  force.  It  is  no  answer  to  say  that  the  parent  or 
is  a  personal  trust.  Every  parent  in  binding  his  master  givers  merely  a  naked  assent  to  the  en- 
cbild  as  an  apprentice,  is  supposed  to  have  in  listmeut.  That  assent,  if  effectual  within  the 
riew  the  edneation  of  the  child,  his  moral  ha-  true  intent  of  this  act  of  congress,  is  the  only 
bits,  his  preparation  for  the  business  for  which  thing  which  renders  the  enlistment  valid.  Tim 
he  is  destined,  and  whatever  may  affect  his  fu-  agreement  of  the  minor  without  such  assent  is 
ture  welfare.  He  must  then  be  influeoced  by  wholly  void.  The  consent  of  the  master  wohJd 
the  moral  qualities,  the  capacity,  and  skill,  of  operate  in  the  present  case  as  an  assignment  of 
the  man  whom  he  selects  for  this  delicate  and  the  apprentice  to  the  officers  of  the  army,  in  di- 
important  tnist.  But  all  his  solicitude  and  care  rect  violation  of  the  settled  principles  of  law, 
in  this  respect  would  be  fruitless,  if  the  master  and  of  the  natural  and  legal  rights  of  the  parent, 
mighk  at  his  pleasure  dismiss  the  child  from  his  I  am  satisfied  tiiat  the  act  gives  no  such  power 
service,  prevent  his  learning  the  trade  for  which  to  the  master ;  and  am  of  opinion  that  the  en- 
he-was  intended,  and  subject  him  to  the  dangers  iistment  in  this  case,  being  without  the  consent 
and  corrniptions  of  a  camp.  It  is  not  to  be  of  the  father,  is  void ;  and  that  the  prisoner, 
presumed  that  congress  intended  by  the  aqt  in  Daniel  I^ewis,  cannot  be  held  in  the  service  cd 
«  Mass.  Rep.  176.  8  Maw.  Rep.  298.  the  United  States. 


